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Sunday
11 a.m. Quarter Midget

racing
3 p.m. Opening Ceremony

and Queen Ceremony, stage
3 p.m. Kids Pedal Pull, Are-

na Hub
4 p.m. Vesper Service,

Stage
7 p.m. Cartesion Dance

Academy, Band Shell

7 and 8:30 p.m. Chris Eck-
ert, stage

9:30 p.m. Fireworks

Monday
4:15 and 5:30 p.m. Joe

Bonson and Coffee Run,
stage

5:30 p.m. Pleasant Valley
High School Band, band shell

5:45 p.m. Party in the Pits,

arena
7 p.m. Junk Car Race, $10,

arena
7:15 and 8:30 p.m., The

Cramer Brothers Band, stage
Tuesday

3 and 4:15 p.m. Josh
Squared Band, stage

5 p.m. East Stroudsburg
South High School Band,
band shell

7 p.m. Demo Derby #1,
small car, mid size, power
wheels, youth class (12-15
year olds) $10, arena

7 and 9 p.m. Whey Jen-
nings, grandson of Waylon
Jennings, stage

Wednesday
10 a.m. Antique Tractor

Pull, arena
11:30 a.m. Livestock Judg-

ing, Agricultural Education
Arena.

3 and 4:30 p.m. Dean
Hahn and the Hawks, stage

5:30 p.m. Senior Program,
stage

6 p.m. McElligot School of
Irish Dance, band shell

7 p.m. Demo Derby #2
Big Car/Mini SUVs, Full Size
Trucks, $10, arena

7 and 8:30 p.m., The Steel
Creek Band, stage

BYMARTA GOUGER
MGOUGER@TNONLINE.COM

The West End Fair will kick off
its 101st year Sunday with admis-
sion specials, new vendors, bands
and upgrades.

Fair President Dale Greenzweig
Sr. said this year all veterans and
active duty servicemen will have
free admission to the fair with a val-
id identification card.

On Tuesday, everyone who
brings a coat to donate to the West
End Rotary coat drive will receive
$1 off the $8 admission fee. Guests
10 and under are admitted free of
charge.

Wednesday is senior citizens day,
with admission of $4 for everyone 65
and older.

On Thursday, students are admit-
ted for $4 with valid identification.

Greenzweig said the fair expand-
ed its free rides session from two
hours to four hours. Free rides will
be available from 2 to 6 p.m. Mon-
day.

On Tuesday, the fair is offer-
ing a sensory time from 10 a.m. to
noon for people who are sensitive to
lights, sounds and commotion.

In addition to the long-standing
organizations serving up favorites,
there are some new offerings.

Empanadas will be served from
the previous filling stand down by
the craft area. “This is something
new that no one else has,” Greenz-
weig said.

Effort United Methodist Church
is taking over the former St. John’s
Church stand located near the rides.
The new menu will include pani-
ni, Reubens, chicken and ham and
cheddar, corn on the cob, baked
potatoes with a variety of toppings,
homemade chili and hot dogs in reg-
ular and larger sizes.

This year fair goers will have a
new choice for beverages. A-Treat
will be the vendor, supplying most
of the stands with black cherry,
cream, Treat-um and ginger ale.

Greenzweig said the fair has
made several site improvements.
The bathrooms by the livestock have
been remodeled and the kitchen has
been upgraded with new paint and
new lighting. Fluorescent bulbs
were replaced with LED lights.

Additional lighting is being add-
ed in the parking area.

Concerts on the main stage are
included with admission. On the
midway, people will be able to see
performances every day by the
Aquatic Acrobatic Show.

Tickets are available to shows in

the arena, including the Black Cat
Hell Drivers Thrill Show, two nights
of demolition derbies, a junk car
race, truck pulls, and the Bull Ride
Mania Rodeo.

Fireworks on Sunday night will
light up the sky at 9:30 p.m.

The fair is working on a kids area
with tick-tack-toe and a corn box for
children to play when they are tired
of rides. More interactive animal of-
ferings are planned.

Another new addition will be a
4-H livestock auction set for 10 Sat-
urday morning.

Greenzweig said Lehigh Valley
Health Network will set up a first
aid station by Gate 3.

The fair runs Sunday, Aug. 20
through Saturday, Aug. 26.

Gates open at 2 p.m. daily. For
events starting before 2 p.m. Gate 1
will be open.

For dropping off and picking up
visitors, the fair encourages the use
of Gate 3 for quicker in and out ac-
cess.

Agricultural buildings are open
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. Sunday and 2 to
9 p.m. the rest of the week.

The fairgrounds are located on
570 Fairgrounds Road in Gilbert.

Visit www.westendfair.com for
more information.

101st fair offers free admission for military

HIGHLIGHTSOF THEWEST END FAIR

See FAIR on Page 3
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The Aquatic Acrobatic
Show will perform sever-
al shows daily at the West
End Fair.

Five generations in the
business, the show has
traveled all around the
world, including Dubai,
Hong Kong, China, Ha-
waii, Bermuda, Bahamas

and Japan.
The one-of-a-kind show

was created by Martin Al-
varez.

The center stage has
a 30-foot ring of water
where acrobats, aerialist,
jugglers, balancers, and
mermaids perform rou-
tines and JetSki stunts.

Acrobats will entertain
from water-filled ring

Aquatic Acrobatic Show. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Now in our 42nd year!

Thursday
2 and 3:30 p.m. Honky

Tonk Twins, stage
6 p.m. Levels Dance Stu-

dio, band shell
8 p.m. Black Cat Hell Driv-

ers, $15, arena
7 and 9 p.m., Don’t Back

Down, Tom Petty Tribute
Band, stage

Friday
3 and 4:30 p.m. Time

Whys, stage
6 p.m. The Cartesion

Dance Academy, band shell
6 p.m. 6200 modified 4x4,

East Coast Pro Pulling Circuit,
Interstate Sanctioned Two
Wheel Drive Trucks, $10,
arena

7 and 9 p.m. The Uptown
Band, stage

Saturday
10 a.m. Monroe 4H Live-

stock Auction, livestock area
Noon Lorah’s Garden Trac-

tor Pulls, arena
2:30 and 4 p.m. Last One

Standing, stage
5 p.m. wood carving auc-

tion, stage
6 p.m. Fusia Dance Center,

band shell
6:30 p.m. Bull Ride Mania,

$15, arena
7 and 9 p.m., Brian Dean

Moore Band, stage

FAIR
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

PERSONALCARE | RESPITE | MEMORYCARE

COME LIVEWITH US!

SCHEDULE YOUR
TOUR TODAY!
570-669-5500
www.mapleshademeadows.com

Nesquehoning, PA
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The West End Fair an-
nounces a groundbreak-
ing initiative, the “Sen-
sory-Friendly Morning,”
aimed at providing a wel-
coming and inclusive ex-
perience for people with
sensory processing disor-
ders.

The fair will be open
from 10 a.m. to noon on
Tuesday, Aug. 22, and the
fairgrounds will trans-
form into a sensory-sen-
sitive haven, allowing
everyone to participate in
the joy of the event.

For people with sensory
sensitivities, navigating
environments filled with
noise, lights, and crowds
can be extremely challeng-
ing.

The West End Fair ac-
knowledges these obsta-
cles and strives to create
an environment where ev-
eryone can fully enjoy the
fair experience, regardless
of their sensory needs.

During the “Senso-
ry-Friendly Morning,”
specific measures will be

implemented to accommo-
date individuals with sen-
sory processing disorders
such as autism.

The fair will modify the
rides and games, reducing
sound levels and dimming
or turning off lights to
prevent overstimulation.
Select exhibits and food
stands will be open, pro-
viding ample opportuni-
ties for attendees to engage
with the fair’s offerings.

Additionally, visitors
are encouraged to explore
the livestock area to visit
the animals, further en-
hancing the inclusive and
joyful atmosphere.

The West End Fair As-
sociation is committed to
ensuring that the “Senso-
ry-Friendly Morning” fos-
ters a sense of happiness
and belonging for all at-
tendees.

By embracing inclusiv-
ity, the fair aims to create
memories and experiences
that will be cherished by
people of all abilities.

On Tuesday, fair offers
sensory-friendly time

JOE BONSON AND COFFEE RUN
Nashville Recording artist Joe Bonson will return
to the West End Fair stage at 4:15 and 5:30 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 21 with his blend of Honky Tonk
and country. The band has opened for Tracey Byrd
and Confederate Railroad. Bonson and Coffee Run
received national airplay with their recording of
“Jesus and Bartenders.” TIMES NEWS FILE PHOTO

We provide FREE confidential,professional
counseling and doctor visits.

610-377-5177 2105

More teenagers die from suicide than from cancer, heart
disease, AIDS, birth defects, stroke, pneumonia, influenza,

and chronic lung disease, COMBINED.

6 0 3

If you know a child who may be depressed or suicidal
please call us. We can help.

Come Visit the World’s
Largest Store in Brodheadsville
Rt. 209 | 570-992-2670 | www.shoprite.com
Store Hours: Open Daily Monday - Sunday 7am-11pm
Owned & Operated by The Kinsley Family

We pror uo du ld yl ana nn on uo nu cn ec tht eh

• We redeem Federal Food Stamps
• WIC Accepted
• 5% Off Senior Citizen Discount

Wednesdays
• MAC machine in-store for

your convenience
• Dietician On Staff

AUGUST 20 thru AUGUST 26, 2023
Enjoy the Fair! Then visit us and take advantage of our great sales.
Be sure to find our sale flyer in the Saturday edition of the Times News.

Sho
pRit

e

Pha
rmacy

570-
992-

1658

Always Fresh ...
Always forLess!™

• Meats • Deli • Produce
• In-store Bakery
• Fresh Flowers

• Huge Selection of Grocery,

Frozen and Dairy Items (even

hard to find items!)

• Organic Selections Beyond
Compare

We Serve The Nicest People – Let Us Serve You!

101stAnnual West End Fair

Beer to Go & Wine from
Local Vineyards
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STEELCREEK
PLAYING SOME
NEW FAVORITES
SteelCreek, a six-member
band in the Lehigh Valley,
plays modern country cover
songs with some classics
and rock ‘n’ roll mixed in.
The band will play at 7 and
8:30 p.m. Wednesday.

WWWWWWWWW...TTTHHHEEEWWWEEESSSTTTEEENNNDDDFFFAAAIIIRRR...CCCOOOMMM
AAAUUUGGGUUUSSSTTT222000---222666,,, 222000222333

Gates Open 2:00 PM Daily Admission $8.00 11 and under Free

• Monday Free Rides 2-6 PM
• Tuesday $1.00 Off admission with donation to the rotary club

• Senior Citizen Wednesday 65 and over $4.00 admission
• Student Day Thursday $4.00 with a student ID

Check our website for more details

See you next year! August 19th-25th 2024
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BY STACI L. GOWER
TNEDITOR@TNONLINE.COM

Brianna Shupp and
Sophia Alcamo will
end their reign as the
2022 West End Fair
Queen and Princess,
respectively, when
this year’s queen and/
or princess is crowned
on Sunday, Aug. 20 at 3
p.m. at the fair.

Two young women
between the age of 16
and 20 have filled out
an application. They
answered questions
about their hobbies,
education and involve-
ment in the fair.

The program began
in 2015 and its purpose
is to promote agricul-
ture and tourism, as
well as help develop
these young ladies’
leadership skills,” said
Krista Wawrzynski,
lead coordinator for
the program and the
2015 Fair Queen.

The applicants
wrote an essay on why
the fair is important
to the community and
then gave a speech on
why you should attend
the West End Fair in
front of judges that are
from outside of Monroe
County, Wawrzynski
said.

The queen gets a
$1,000 scholarship and
the princess gets a $500

scholarship after com-
pleting their year. The
money is for higher ed-
ucation costs, such as
tuition and books.

Shupp and Alcamo
have learned a great
deal about the people
in this community, as
well as themselves.

“I have learned that
cultural appreciation
is a big part through-
out my reign,” said
Shupp, who will be se-
nior at Pleasant Valley
and wants to be an an-
esthesiologist.

“Fairs often cele-
brate local traditions,
customs, and cultural
heritage. Through my
year as fair queen, I
have gained a deeper
appreciation for my
community’s culture,
traditions, and history.
I have learned about
different cultural prac-
tices, engaged with
diverse communities,
and fostered cultural
understanding and in-
clusivity!”

Alcamo, a student at
Delaware Valley Uni-
versity, described her-
self as being shy, but
this was an opportuni-
ty to come out of her
shell.

“One thing that has
made a big impact in
my life is pushing my-
self out of my comfort

zone. Ever since I’ve
gotten the title of fair
princess, I have had
to talk to new people
and stand on a stage
in front of people,” she
said. “I’ve learned that
everything is only as
scary as you make it, so
it doesn’t hurt to try.”

Shupp’s favorite
part of fair week is be-
ing able to exhibit ani-
mals.

“For participants
who raise and care for
their animals, the op-
portunity to showcase
their animals is often a
highlight of fair week,”
said Shupp. “It’s a
chance to present their

hard work, expertise,
and the results of their
breeding and grooming
efforts,”

Fair week is an
opportunity to learn
about different breeds,
practices in animal
care and the latest ad-
vancements in the in-
dustry, she said.

During fair week,
the queen and princess
walk around the fair to
talk to the public, get
to know what the peo-
ple like about the fair,
attend luncheon meet-
ings, and help with the
kids’ activities as well
as the senior program.

Next West End Fair queen will be crowned Aug. 20

Brianna Shupp, West End Fair queen on left, and
Sophia Alcamo, princess, at the Carbon County Fair
on opening day. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

SeeQUEEN on Page 12

09 E. Phillips St.
570-645-7375
ours: Mon-Fri – 9am-7pm,
t – 9am-1pm, Closed Sun

TOMMY’S
COALDALE

10
5

Ho
Sat

TOMM

GETYOURSELF A
RRREEEAAAALLLL HHHOOOAGIE

Other services we offer: • Window Tint • Undercoating
• Auto Accessories • Paint Protection Film

https://www.krebsautodetailing.com/

Gift Cards
AVAILABLE AT OUR SHOP
Powered by Ceramic Pro

610-533-4125
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BYAMY LEAP
ALEAP@TNONLINE

Bull riders and barrel
racers are coming to the
West End Fair.

The action-packed
show and children’s ro-
deo show will help to
wrap up the fair Saturday
night.

If you have never
watched a rodeo or partic-
ipated in one, you might
be missing out, according
to the owners of Bullride
Mania.

The rodeo is owned
by the Kennard family,
based out of Fredonia.
Their motto is, “Bringing
the West to the East since
1969 to bring the finest
family entertainment,”
said Donna Kennard.

Bullride Mania trav-
els the country setting up
rodeos for real cowboys
that compete over all the
country.

Kennard said many of

them have been compet-
ing at rodeos since they
were young and worked
up the ladder to finally
ride the big bulls.

The bull ride is com-
pleted either when the
bull rider has met the
eight-second requirement
by using only one hand or
has been bucked off.

Bull riders who are
still in control when
the eight-second buzzer
sounds must dismount,
getting off the bull as safe-
ly as possible.

The cowboys riding
the big bulls are brave,
but the clowns also play
a major role in the rodeo.

The clowns are not
only there to be funny,
but to distract a bull if it
is charging at a rider that
was bucked off or injured.

The clowns are ei-
ther referred to as rodeo
clowns or barrel men,
and they play a very im-

portant role during each
performance.

A clown’s job is to keep
the crowd entertained
throughout slower mo-
ments of the rodeo.

Barrelmen often will
tag-team with the rodeo’s

bullfighters, distracting
the bulls after each ride to
allow the cowboys to safely
exit the arena.

Bull Ride Mania starts
at 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
26 at the Main Arena.

Bullride Mania rodeo returns to the fair

Bullride Mania’s show will be at 6:30 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 26 in the Main Arena. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

50
MONUMENTS

Main Street @ Dreher Ave, Stroudsburg
www.stroudsburggranite.com
(570) 421-3591 | (610) 681-6968

Granite Memorials
Mausoleums
Bronze Plaques
Special Designs
Third Generation
Family Business

Carving
Memories
in Stone
Since
1949

Our Pledge to You:
✓ Highest Quality granite from around the world
✓ Third Generation Craftsmanship
✓Here to servvrve you tomorrow
✓ Professional servvrvice



AuguSt 20238. / 9. Supplement

BLEACHERS

FREE
SHOW
AREA

CRAFT
TENT

K
I T

C
H
E N

L A N E

T

E

EXHIBIT
BLDG. #2

LIVESTOCK
BLDG.

LIVESTOCK BLDG.

HOWELL
BLDG.

GRANDSTANDS

WEST END FAIR
GILBERT, PA

PIT GATE
BLDG.

PIT
GATE

A
R
E
N
A

G
ATE

ARENA
GARAGE

BOWMANSTOWN
/PARRYVILLE
LIONS CLUB

MARSH
BUILDING

MAIN GATE

FIRST
AID

PTO
FUNNEL

CAKE

BAND
SHELL

SALEM
UCC
CHURCH

EFFORT
UNITED
METHODIST
CHURCH

WEST END
FIRE CO.

RESTROOMS RESTROOMS

R
E
S
TR

O
O
M
S

LIONS
CLUB

EVERETT
BLDG.

FLOWER
BLDG.

McMICHAELS
& NEOLA

CHURCH BLDG.

POCONO
OLD-TYME

FARM
MUSEUM

$

4-H

QUEEN
OF PEACE

KITCHEN

KUNKLETOWN
FIRE CO.

WOMEN’S
CLUB

WOOD
CARVER

MIDDLE CREEK
CHURCH

AMUSEMENT
RIDE
AREA

PARKING
LOT #6

PARKING
LOT #1

KRESGE
BLDG.

REPUBLICAN
BLDG. DEMOCRAT

BLDG.

INFO. BOOTH

WEST END
FOOD PANTRY

RESTROOMS

M
A
IN

E
X
H
IB

IT

BAKED
GOODS

MUSEUM
REST ROOM LIVESTOCK

TENT

RABBITS/
POULTRY

4THBLDG.

MAIN
OFFICE

M
AI
N

ST
AG

E

EXHIBIT
TENTG

R
A

I
N

D
R

I
V

E

FARMER
FOR A DAY

KIDS

KIDS

K
O

R
R

A
LAGRICULTURAL

EDUCATION
ARENA

I V E S T O C K L A N E

TICKET
BOOTH

#1

TICKET
BOOTH

#3

TICKET
BOOTH

#2

OVEN

POWER
HOUSE

POWER
HOUSE

POWER
HOUSE M

A
I N

S
T
A

G
E

L
A

N
E

F A R M M A C H I N E R Y R O A D

G
I L

B
E
R
T

L
A
N

E

$$

$

E
L
D

R
E

D
L
A

N
E

E
X
H

IB
IT

B
L
V
D

.

C
H

E
S
T
N

U
T

L
A
N

E

P
O

L
K

L
A
N

E

H A M I L T O N B L V D .

R O S S L A N E

TICKET
OOTH

S

MS TI
B

ARENA
HUB

MAIN ARENA
TRUCK PULLS

CONCERTS

D
E
M
O
SR

A
C
IN

G

G
ATE

G
ATE

C
O

U
N

T
R
Y

P
A
R

K
R

O
A
D

G
ATE

C A M
P

G

R
O
U
N
D
S

RESERVED
PARKING LOT

T O R O U T E 2 0 9 F A I R G R O U N D S R O A D

A

L

DL

ARENA
ENTRANCE

BAK

C A

ENTRANCE

M

EN

S

RESTROOMS

$ ATM

FOOD

FIRST AID

J A C K S O N R D .

M A I N M I D W A Y

M U S E U M L A N E

$



10. Supplement AuguSt 2023

West End favorite
Chris Eckert will be re-
turning to the West End
Fair stage on opening
day, Sunday, Aug. 20 with
shows at 7 and 8:30 p.m.

The first show will fol-
low the vesper service
and be mainly gospel and
inspirational music. The
second show will feature
classic country music

with hits from such stars
as Johnny Cash (Folsom
Prison Blues), Merle Hag-
gard (Mama Tried), Con-
way Twitty (Hello Darlin’),
George Strait (The Fire-
man) just to name a few

He’ll continue as the
emcee of the Main Stage
for the rest of the fair.

Eckert has played the
fair and festival circuit

this summer, including
the West End Firemen’s
Fair, the Plainfield Farm-
ers Fair, the Tioga County
Fair (tonight), as well as
the Greene-Dreher-Ster-
ling Fair, the Kettle Creek
Music Festival in Clin-
ton County, the Cookport
Fair in Indiana County,
the North of 80 Music Fes-
tival in the near future.

Eckert to emcee, play gospel, country music

The Honky Tonk Twins will
perform music well beyond the
duo’s years during its West End
Fair debut Aug. 24 in Gilbert.

Hailing from Frederick,
Maryland, the Twins’ Jessica
Snyder and Willie Barry are set
to play classic country at 2, 3:30
and 5 p.m. on the Main Stage.
Snyder turns 29 in September,
with Barry having done so in
July.

“I’ve always been an old soul,”
said Snyder, a singer since she
could talk. “While I can sing
along with nearly anything
country and plenty of other
genres, I have always preferred
the country-western classics.”

Growing up, Snyder’s
influences included the likes
of Loretta Lynn, Dolly Parton,
Connie Smith and Lane Brody.
Snyder, who also loves various
southern gospel groups, spent
time with “Aunt Connie” and
“Auntie Lane” as a child at
carnivals, fairs and other events.

“I always loved that Connie
would pull me up to sit on her
lap as she signed autographs,”
Snyder said. Brody and her
husband, she added, once

brought Snyder and family
backstage at the Grand Ole Opry
to watch from the on-stage pews.

Snyder’s family was also
close with Kelly Lang. Snyder
“grew up singing to her CDs and
trying to practice the runs and
vocalizations she did in order to
grow my own voice.”

Other influences include local
artists Snyder grew up around,
including Anita Stapleton and
Nancy Wiles, the latter “who
has always been my biggest
mentor.”

Snyder, also an actress,
realized she wanted to pursue
her passion as a career when
singing at churches and in her
first gospel concert at age 12.
She started recording her first
album, 2010’s “Simply Singin’
Praise,” at 14.

After Dave Powers, Snyder’s
duet partner in Cross-N-
Country, passed away in 2022,
Barry agreed to form a new act
with Snyder. Barry, who had
filled in for Powers when he
suffered a stroke, named the
new duo.

Given their ages, taste in
older/classic music, same
hometown, tight harmonies
and playful stage presence, “we

thought the term ‘Twins’ fit us
pretty well,” Snyder said.

The Twins, Snyder said,
will perform some solo songs
at the fair, and perhaps some
rockabilly or oldies. However,
“we make sure to mix in great
duets from Dolly and Porter,
Loretta and Conway, Tammy
and George, and more.”

With two solo albums to her
credit, Snyder hopes to record
Christmas, country and gospel
records. Furthermore, she and
Barry may record an album at
some point.

Snyder, who considers every
booking a career highlight,
also regards making her first
album as a high point. Other
highlights include: starting her

entertainment business Fawned
Of Music LLC; winning, with
one of her original songs, the
local-level Country Showdown
in her early 20s; and starting to
play carnivals and fairs in 2022.

As for what Snyder wants to
accomplish, “I’m not looking
for huge fame and glory. I have
always hoped that one day I
would have the opportunity to
sing on the Grand Ole Opry.”

Whether or not her Opry
dream comes to fruition,
Snyder wants “to be happy
and make a decent living off
of what I love doing. Singing,
entertaining, spreading joy and
bringing back memories to my
audiences. That’s what it’s all
about.”

Honky Tonk Twins to showcase classic country songs

Chris Eckert

The Honky Tonk Twins CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

BY JIM RADENHAUSEN
TNEDITOR@TNONLINE

Custom Monument
Designs

Walters Monument Company
348 East White Street, Summit Hill

570-645-3415

Professional Cleaningg
- monuments - markers

- benches - lettering - repairs

Offering Families Comfort and Peace-of-Mindf g f f

Thomas J. Kresge, Supervisor
RRtt. 22099, BBroddheeaddsvvillee 5770-999922-4477668

William H. Kresge
Funeral Home, Inc.

Our Services:
• Funeral Services • Cremation Services

• Memorial Services • Pre-Planning • Grief Support
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BY JIM RADENHAUSEN
TNEDITOR@TNONLINE

The West End Fair will
get a double dose of “Josh”
when The Josh Squared
Band hits the Main Stage
in Gilbert for sets at 3 and
4:15 p.m. Aug. 22.

The central Pennsylva-
nia band, performing var-
ious genres from the 1940s
up through contemporary
hits, first performed at the
fair in 2017.

The Josh Squared
Band’s current lineup fea-
tures Josh Tindall on vo-
cals and keyboard, Josh
Duma on bass and saxo-
phone, Kali Rodgers on
vocals, Misti Layser on
drums and Brian Lever-
ing on guitar. Other mu-
sicians join the band for
special occasions.

“I believe my wife
coined the term ‘Josh
Squared’ originally at
a cookout,” Duma said,
adding that he and Tin-
dall also perform as a duo,
under the moniker Josh
Squared or The Joshes.

Before forming the duo
in 2015 and the band in
2016, Duma and Tindall
— both residing in Eliza-
bethtown — had worked
together in various groups
since summer 2007. Du-
ma’s passion for music,
he noted, started in high
school.

“The energy of per-
forming in front of a
crowd drew me in. I’ve
been hooked ever since. I
was lucky growing up in
a place where I could ex-
perience and enjoy many
styles and artists, from
jazz, rock, R&B, funk and
country.”

Born in Nevada, Duma
grew up in New York’s
Catskill Mountains. As a
bassist, “the Red Hot Chili
Peppers, James Brown
and Parliament Funk-
adelic were all part of my
younger musical explo-
ration,” said Duma, who
relocated to Pennsylvania
after college.

“My mom would listen

to ’50s and ’60s radio as we
drove around,” he contin-
ued, “and I would pick up
on classic Motown and ear-
ly rock ‘n’ roll. I also spent
a lot of time listening to
jazz records from various
saxophonists, as my first
musical instrument was
saxophone.”

Though the group,
which has played Musik-
fest in Bethlehem for many
years, recorded some vid-
eos in recent years, “we
have not released an offi-
cial recording together,”
Duma noted. “Who knows
what the future might
hold?”

For now, the band rev-
els in the live-shows ex-
perience and fans’ enjoy-
ment

“The highlight of being
a musician,” Duma said,
“is performing for crowds
week after week. Getting
to live as an entertainer
across the state of Pennsyl-
vania, Atlantic City, Wild-
wood, Toledo, Ocean City
and more. We want you to
dance, celebrate and have
a better day because you
saw our show.”

Josh Squared Band returns to West End

From left: Brian Levering, Mitsi Layser, Josh Tindall,
Kali Rodgers and Josh Duma. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Pocono Old Tyme Equipment
Association shows how things were
done on the farm. Visit the new mu-
seum building on the fairgrounds.

The purpose of this association is
to promote the interest of the public
in the preservation, restoration and
education of antique tractors, en-
gines, implements and toys.

Come out and see the equipment
of yesteryear — belted equipment,
old tractors, threshing demonstra-
tions, feed grinders and this year
they are also featuring garden trac-
tors.

Interested in the club? Meetings
are held the second Thursday of
each month at the West End Fair-
grounds at 7:30 p.m. in the new mu-
seum building meeting room. For
information visit the club’s Face-
book page.

Old Tyme Equipment on display at fair

Dean Hartshorn of Bartonsville shows off his two red antique Work
Horse tractors and the larger antique work tractor. PHOTOS BY AMY
LEAP/TIMES NEWS

“I will be able to show (the new
queen) around the fairground and
make sure she is comfortable,” said
Shupp. “I will give her some tips on
what I have learned through my
year.”

Fair attendees will see the
queen selling 50/50 tickets Mon-
day through Saturday. Proceeds
from these tickets benefit the Fair
Queen program.

They are planning to host a
gift card bingo and try some other
fundraising opportunities to help
continue to grow the program, said
Wawrzynski.

State Sen. Rosemary Brown pro-
vided a donation that will help cov-

er the cost of one meal per day for
the fair queen and/or princess.

When the fair concludes, the
young ladies will attend various
events throughout the year to pro-
mote the fair, agriculture and tour-
ism.

“My favorite thing I did as fair
princess was definitely meeting
new people at different events and
interacting with our community.
It’s such an honor to represent the
fair that means so much to so many
people,” Alcamo said.

They attended events such as a
car show at Mrs. Bush’s Personal
Care Home, Stroudsburg St. Pat-
rick’s Day Parade, Chestnuthill
Township’s Trunk-or-Treat, Farm
Animal Frolic at Quiet Valley, the
West End Fireman’s Festival and
the West End Car Show and the
Carbon County Fair.

Shupp’s favorite event was go-
ing to Hershey to compete for Penn-
sylvania State Fair Queen against
58 other contestants.

“Even though the beginning of
the trip was nerve wracking, I had
confidence in myself that I was go-
ing to do my best and make my fair
and family proud,” Shupp said.

Although she did not win, she
says she walked away with many
lessons and lifelong friends.

She and the other contestants
were taught that “you came in
this competition as a queen and
you leave still a queen,” she said.
“This message has stuck with me
since the competition because no
matter what the outcome is in any
situation you will learn to adapt
and succeed no matter a winner or
a loser.”

QUEEN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Frank L. Hoffman, D.M.D.
1080 Blakeslee Blvd., Lehighton, PA 18235

610-377-1942

Title Insurance Agents Serving Carbon and the Surrounding Counties

info@carbonsss.com
(610) 377-9242

www.carbonsearchandsettlement.com
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The Black Cat Hell Driv-
ers Stunt Show is coming
to the West End Fair this
year.

If you like the thrill of
Hollywood-style car crash-
es and precision driving,
high speed reverse spins,
ramp to ramp changes, be
sure to check them out.

Come prepared for the
thrill and excitement of
drivers who defy gravi-
ty and cars bursting into
flames while the driver
tries to escape the blazing
inferno.

Johnny Wisner, creator
of the Black Cat Hell Driv-
ers, along with Chris More-
na, world record stuntman,
travel across the country,
and are known for their
nail-biting and edge-of-
your-seat show.

A soft-spoken man from
California, Wisner want-
ed to be a race-car driver
but recalls that as a kid, it
would take him forever to
get up the nerve to try out
a scary new ride. Then,
after he overcame that ini-
tial fear and took his first
plunge, all he wanted to do
was just keep taking that
same ride.

When he got to Lincoln,
Nebraska, Wisner saw a
poster for King Kovaz Auto
Daredevils thrill show.

To get a start in the
business, he got a job sell-
ing tickets in front of a ride
for $7 a day, and on the
last day of the fair, when
the thrill show arrived, he
asked the owner for a job.

Kovaz told him to come
back when he turned 21,
and one year later, Wisner
did just that.

Wisner was asked
where he got the name for
his show. “I saw in one
magazine a slogan Hell
Drivers and I decided to
name my show the Black
Cat Hell Riders.”

After growing up watch-
ing shows such as “Dukes
of Hazzard,” “Knight Rid-
er” and “The Fall Guy”
Morena looked up to the
guys performing the action
and stunts. Years later he
met some local stuntmen
in New York who invited
him to training sessions
performing high falls,
stunt fighting, fire burns,
stunt driving and more.

In 1996 he was asked to
join “The Hollywood Stunt
Show,” a touring thrill show
that mostly included stunt
driving and car crashes.

He moved to Orlando,
Florida, in 2004 to help
open and drive full time
for “Lights, Motors, Action
Extreme Stunt Show” at
Disney World.

Morena performed at
Charlotte Motor Speed-
way, jumping a car towing
a house trailer for a World
Record of 160 feet in front
of over 90,000 spectators.

The Black Cat Hell
Drivers pride themselves
on keeping an American
tradition alive that dates
back to 1934.

“I think we are such a

popular attraction at fairs
is because we provide the
thrills that gets the spec-
tators adrenaline going,”
Wisner said.

The 70-minute show in-
cludes classic thrill show
stunts, including multi-car
precision stunt driving;
two-wheel stunt driving;
Hollywood-style car crash-
es; high speed reverse
spins; motorcycle stunts,
a thrill show clown, a 1937
Dodge sedan jump ramp to
ramp and flames.

The Black Cat Hell
Drivers will appear at 8
p.m. Thursday, Aug. 24 in
the Main Area,

Tickets are $15 for gen-
eral admission seats.

Black Cat drivers bring rolls, flames, thrills

Black Cat Hell Drivers will perform at 8 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 24 in the Main
Arena. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Don’t Back Down will
celebrate the music of
Tom Petty and The Heart-
breakers during an ap-
pearance Aug. 24 on the
West End Fair’s Main
Stage in Gilbert.

The tribute act, set for
shows at 7 and 9 p.m., will
play material from Petty’s
41-year career. The sing-
er-songwriter’s catalog
includes 13 studio albums
with The Heartbreakers,
three solo albums, and
two albums each with
Mudcrutch and The Trav-
eling Wilburys.

Mark O’Dell, Don’t
Back Down guitarist and
lead vocalist, hopes fans
sing along, as “hearing
people sing makes the
show for me.”

Formed in 2017 and
based out of Baltimore,
Maryland, Don’t Back
Down also features: Chris
Huntington, lead gui-
tar; Jeremy Robinson,
bass and vocals; Tom
Sabia, drums; and Evan
Cooper, keyboards and
vocals. The band’s influ-
ences come from various
genres.

“Most, if not all, of us
came from musical fam-
ilies,” O’Dell said. “We
grew up seeing perfor-

mances, hanging along-
side rehearsals, traveling
to venues, and were given
our first instruments by
our parents early on.”

O’Dell and Huntington
were playing together in
another band in 2017, cov-
ering a handful of Petty
songs. “As they always
turned out to be some of
our best and most well-re-
ceived covers,” O’Dell
noted, “I would jokingly
say to him we should start
a tribute band.”

Shortly after Petty’s
passing in October 2017,
“We were asked to per-
form a few songs at a me-
morial show at a venue in
Annapolis, Maryland,”
O’Dell said. During the
show, the band felt the
love for Petty‘s music.

“Maybe it was a heady
mix of nostalgia, sadness
and excitement all at the
same time,” O’Dell said.
“We were hooked and de-
cided to give it a go.”

With most Petty trib-
ute bands “fronted by
a guy with long hair
wearing some top hat or
something,” O’Dell and
company wanted to dif-
ferentiate itself from the
crowd. Rather, the band
focused less on a look-a-
like experience and chose
a name to reflect a call to

action.
“We wanted to remind

people to celebrate the
things they love,“ O’Dell
said. “To stand up for
things they believe in,
as Tom Petty did. Not
to listen when someone
tells you that you can’t
do something, to take a
stand when you feel you
must. You know, Don’t
Back Down.”

The band, whose
name references Petty’s
1989 hit “I Won’t Back
Down,” has recorded
30-plus Petty songs, five
live performance ses-
sions and 14 tribute vid-
eos. The act will debut an
original song, “Winding
Roads,” next month at a
charity event in Mary-
land.

“This song is influ-

enced by the Byrds and
longtime friend of Tom
Petty, Roger McGuinn,”
O’Dell said.

When considering
Don’t Back Down’s career
highlights thus far, O’Dell
recalls one fondly.

“Performing in front
of the U.S. Capitol Build-
ing for a crowd of over
17,000 people at the finish
line of the D.C. Rock ‘n’
Roll Marathon this past
spring. That was pretty
rad. Cold and windy, but
rad.”

As for the band’s goals,
“If we can continue to, in
some small way, keep the
music of Tom Petty and
The Heartbreakers alive
in the hearts of fans and
budding rock musicians
alike, that would be just
fine with us.”

Tom Petty tribute band isn’t ‘backing down’

Don’t Back Down, a Tom Petty tribute band, will
perform at 7 and 9 p.m. Aug. 24.
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Sounds of the 1960s
through 1980s will fill The
West End Fair’s Main
Stage in Gilbert when
TimeWhys performs sets
at 3 and 4:30 p.m. Aug. 25.

“The band has a love
for The Beatles, so we are
deeply rooted in the ’60s
and ’70s sound,” said Tom
Drago, TimeWhys key-
boardist and lead vocalist.
The group’s repertoire in-
cludes acts such as the Bee
Gees, The Grass Roots,
The Foundations, The
Cyrkle and The Doors.

Based in the Lehigh
Valley, TimeWhys also
features Drago’s brother
Frank on keyboards, bass
and vocals. Mark John-
son, on guitar and vocals,
and John Nigrelli, on
drums and vocals, round
out the lineup.

The band’s multi-in-
strumentalist members
use technology to repro-
duce sound that would
take six or eight musi-
cians to replicate, Drago
noted. The group repro-
duces “intricate details of
the original performanc-
es. You should hear these
songs as you remember
them.”

TimeWhys, Drago said,
“is the modern-day ver-
sion of the band Otherside
from the late 1980s/early
1990s. The same four mu-
sicians have been togeth-
er for many years. In the
’90s, we did songs from the
then-current Billboards

charts.”
As Otherside, the band

had original songs on lo-
cal FM radio stations such
as WLEV, WAEB, and
WPST in New Jersey, and
supported 1960s group
The Platters at a 1991 gig.

As band members grew
older, more experienced
and technologically sav-
vy, “we decided to go back
to our roots and do songs
we loved from our child-
hood,” Drago said. Thus,
the group has performed
as TimeWhys for eight
years.

The name, Drago said,
expresses that “our band
members are ‘wise’ to
the fact that the ‘time’
period of music we per-
form is the best music of
our lifetime. We also ask
ourselves ‘Why’ does the
‘Time’ have to go by so

fast? And so we became
TimeWhys.”

Initially, TimeWhys
performed just 1960s and
1970s music. However,
“as of late, we are getting
requests for ’80s tunes, as
well,” Drago said. “So we
do include two or three
’80s tunes,” plus one-hit-
wonder songs.

The band, Drago said,
has tried to secure a show
at The West End Fair for
about three years. A Cra-
mer Brothers recommen-
dation helped TimeWhys
land a spot on this year’s
schedule.

Through the years, the
band has performed in the
Poconos at wineries, re-
sorts and lakes, as well as
the West End Firemen’s
Festival. Career high-
lights, Drago, said, in-
clude opening for 1960s act

The Cyrkle and snaring
several Best Local Band
readers’ choice awards. In
addition, TimeWhys has
performed shows during
Musikfest in Bethlehem.

TimeWhys, with one
EP to its credit, may re-
cord more original, band-
penned music. However,
Drago “can’t say too much
about it yet, but it will be
in the same vein as the
’60s to ’80s music we love.”

In the meantime, Time-
Whys, Drago said, enjoys
seeing fan reaction to
band’s live shows.

“Attendees of our
shows often say, ‘Wow,
I remember that tune!’
There’s no better feeling
than to make fans happy
and bring them back to a
memorable part of their
lives.”

TimeWhys steps back to the ’60s and beyond

TimeWhys will play twice on Aug. 25, at 3 and 4:30 p.m. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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