Admission: $8, $5 for seniors 65+, Children 9 and under Free
INCLUDES: ENTERTAINIMENT o EXHIBITS « PARIKING
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2025 Tentative Schedule of Events

SUNDAY, JUNE 15
1:00 - 6:00 pm All non-animal entries received

MONDAY, JUNE 16

8:30 am Judging of non-animal competitive exhibits
1:00 -7:00 pm Animal entries received adn weighed in
7:00 pm Animals must be in pens

OPENING DAY: TUESDAY, JUNE 17

5:00 pm Fair, rides, and exhibit areas open

6:30 pm Keystone State Quarter Midget Race Club (KSQMRC)
6:30 pm Entertainment in the Pavilion - Rehrig Brothers

7:00 pm Dairy Show - Open, 4-H & FFA

7:00 pm Opening Ceremonies

COMMUNITY DAY: WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18

5:00 pm Fair, rides, and exhibit areas open

5:45 pm PA Preferred™ Junior Baking Contest -
Cookies, Brownies & Bars

6:00 pm Sheep Show - Open, 4-H & FFA- Market Show
followed by Breeding Show

6:00 pm Rabbit Show

6:30 pm Angel Food Cake Contest

6:30 pm Entertainment in the Pavilion - DJ Hot Wheelz

THURSDAY, JUNE 19

5:00 pm Fair, rides, and exhibit areas open

5:45 pm Youth Cupcake Contest
(Sponsored by Houser Auctioneers)

6:00 pm Beef/Dairy Beef Show - 4-H & FFA

6:00 pm International Chainsaw Carving Competition

6:30 pm Keystone State Quarter Midget Race Club (KSQMRC)
6:30 pm New Tripoli Bank's Blue Ribbon Apple Pie Contest
6:30 pm Entertainment in the Pavilion - Scott Marshall &

the Highway Souls

FRIDAY, JUNE 20

5:00 pm Fair, rides, and exhibit areas open

5:00 pm Market Goat Show, followed by Breeding Meat Goat
Show, followed by Dairy Goat Show — Open, 4-H & FFA

5:45 pm Rhubarb Dessert Contest

6:00 pm International Chainsaw Carving Competition

7:00 pm Entertainment in the Pavilion - Chelsea Lyn Meyer

8:00 pm Animal Mardi Gras Contest

10:00 pm Fireworks

KID'S DAY: SATURDAY, JUNE 21

3:00 pm Fair, rides, and exhibit areas open
4:00 pm The Neffs National Bank’s
“Homemade Chocolate Cake Contest”
4:00 pm Overall Showmanship Contest
4:30 pm Keystone State Quarter Midget Race Club (KSQMRC)
6:00 pm International Chainsaw Carving Championship
6:30 pm Giant Ice Cream Sundae in the Show Ring area
7:00 pm Children's Pedal Tractor Pull
(Partially Sponsored by Eckroth Equipment)
7:00 pm Entertainment in the Pavilion - The Castaway Band

SUNDAY, JUNE 22
11:00 - 3:00 pm Entry Pick-up

VISIT WWW.SCHNECKSVILLEFAIR.COM FOR MORE INFORMATION n !o’u

JUNE 17-21, 2025

ADMISSION: $8 ¢ $5 for seniors 65+ ¢ Children 9 and under are free

Admission includes free parking, all exhibits and shows & all entertainment

COMMUNITY DAY ON WEDNESDAY, JUNE 18TH
$5 ADMISSION
with the donation of a non-perishable food item to the Parkland Food Pantry
(canned peaches and oatmeal needed)

Carnival rides provided by AEB Amusements

Unlimited Ride Wristband Specials: 2 for $16 on Tue. & 2 for $20 on Wed.

-FREE SIHOWS-

Masters of the Chainsaw Demos & Comps Lehigh Valley Dreamweavers Dog Agility

4-H Barnyard Zoo Club Antique Tractors
Animal Exhibits Wanna Be a Farmer & Firefighter
Agricadabra/Brad Matchett Comedy Local Bands

Hypnotist Quarter Midget Racing (Tue, Thurs, Sat)

CONGRATULATIONS TO THEe SCHNECKSVILLE FAIR o 40 YEARS OF FAMILY Fun!
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LOCAL COMMUNITY SUPPORTS FAIR

Forty-four years ago, the Schnecks-
ville Community Fair got its start as
a Fire Company carnival, consisting
of hay rides on a 1932 fire truck and a
hot dog stand. Today as a full-fledged
fair, entertainment, animals, midway
glitter and lots of food stands fill the
fairgrounds with bumper-to-bumper
crowds, blending community traditions
with our agricultural roots.

The Schnecksville Community Fair
thrives as local people get together to
reward one another for their accom-
plishments, to celebrate their regional
differences, and to engage in friendly
competition.

The Fair Board cordially invites the
community to assist in the production
of the fair. A total of nearly seventy-five
folks give their time to make the fair
happen. This includes the twenty-three
officers and board members who work
for the love of the fair, not monetary re-
ward. Additional volunteers are always
needed in many areas. If you would be
willing to assist for just a few hours
during the fair, call the volunteer chair-
man, Sue Soldridge at 484-560-8605.

The community supports the fair in
many ways. Our sponsors help us with
funding and promotion. To date, we are
privileged to have forty-four corporate
and individual/family sponsors who
have donated funds, gifts, and/or ser-
vices to the 2024 Fair.

Our special baking contests are held
with the help of several organizations.
Houser Auctioneers, Schnecksville,
is the sponsor of the Youth Cupcake
Contest, which takes place on Thurs-
day, June 19 at 5:45 p.m. Supporting the
Blue Ribbon Apple Pie Contest is the
New Tripoli Bank, New Tripoli. This
event will be held on Thursday, June 19,
at 6:30 p.m. Our Homemade Chocolate
Cake Contest on Saturday, June 21, at
4:00 p.m. is made possible by The Neffs
National Bank, Neffs.

Baking Contests

Yocco’s, Allentown, is sponsoring
the Special Quilt Competition. The
winner of each category, Hand Stitched
and Machine Quilted, not only receives
a Best of Show ribbon, but also a mone-
tary award of $100.00.

Prizes for other competitions have
been donated by Grim’s Orchard &
Family Farms, Breinigsville (Good
Housekeeping); Excelsior Flowers,
Schnecksville and Sunflower Vet-
erinary Center, Fogelsville (Ani-
mal Mardi Gras Supreme Champion);
and Travis and Stephanie Fink
and Thunder Creek Showstock,
Schnecksville (4-H/Ag Ed Overall Show-
man Winner). In addition, Allbright’s
Mill, Kempton; Art’s Servicenter,
Allentown; and Stone Ridge Land-
scape Services, Slatington sponsored
t-shirts given to livestock exhibitors.

Chainsaw Carving Demo & Competition

Our chainsaw carving demonstra-
tions and competitions are supported
by Snowscapes, Easton.

In the children’s area, Wanna Be a
Farmer, the fun-filled hands-on ag ad-
venture for kids, is being sponsored by
Nestlé Purina PetCare, Allentown
and Ironton Telephone, Coplay.
The children’s Pedal Tractor Pull Con-
test, held on Saturday, June 21, at 7:00

See FAIR on Page 4
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Children’s Area

Schnecksville Community Fair
wishes to express our
most sincere gratitude

to all the advertisers who made this supplement possible.
Over our many years of operation,
we have been very fortunate to have had
so many supportive friends.

Our friends include the businesses and
organizations who sponsor our premium book,
this special edition and activities; the
competitive exhibitors, all of whom we are
very proud; and the hundreds of volunteers
who give their valuable time and talents.

Our biggest debt of gratitude,
however, is owed to the public -
the thousands of fair-goers who have
attended over the years and the new
ones who are aboutto discover us for
the first time.

2025
OUR 4QTH
YEAR!
Thank you one and all,
SCIRINECKSVIILILE
COMIMUINITTY
FEAIR

Henatits Otde: Penrsyivanins.
Every Doy

lale
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p.m., is being partially
sponsored by Eckroth
Equipment, New Ring-
gold.

The Brad Matchett
Comedy Hypnotist show,
always an audience fa-
vorite, is presented by
The Pennsylvania
Lottery.

The antique tractors/
farm equipment area is
made possible by Timo-
thy M. Foster,-Wells
Fargo Advisors, Al-
lentown and Newhard
Farms Corn Shed, Co-
play.

Our giant ice cream
sundae, with samples
given out to fairgoers
on Saturday, June 21 at
6:30 p.m., is sponsored
by Excelsior Farm,
Schnecksville; Heidel
Hollow Farms, Ger-
mansville;, KC Stoves

& Fireplaces, Alburtis;
Timac Agro, Reading;
and the Lehigh Coun-
ty Holstein Club,
Schnecksville.

The following com-
panies support the fair

as a whole: UNFI,
Schnecksville; Ironton
Auto Body, Coplay;

J.P. Mascaro & Sons,
Allentown Division; ;
S&G Asphalt Service,
Slatington; Cyan SKky
Copiers, Schnecksville;
Chuck Wagon Drive
In, Coplay; Koren
Plumbing & Pump
Service, Neffs; Shank-
weiler’s Drive-In,
Schnecksville; Stew’s
Tire Center, Schnecks-
ville; Becky’s Drive-
In, Walnutport; Dave’s
Vacuum Cleaner
Service, Allentown,;
Everett Plumbing &
Heating, Orefield; and
Geo. A Kohler & Bro.,
Whitehall.

Local businesses and
individuals also provide

Paintless Dent Removal

EXPERT AUTO
BODY REPAIRS

Complete Collision Repairs to

AUTO BODY

eLocal & long-distance

*Accident recovery

esTowing recovery.

sTractor trailer towing

eLight, medium & heavy-duty towing
eTransport motorcycles

eUndecking service

OVER 65 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE
Located in Coplay, PA

610-799-3251

irontonautobodyandtowing.com

or often donate import-
ant goods and services for
the fair. We’d like to rec-
ognize them for their in-
valuable support: Quak-
ertown Veterinary
Clinic, Quakertown;
Berger Sanitation, Le-
high Valley; Attorney
Robert Johnson; Le-
high Carbon Commu-
nity College, Schnecks-
ville, Mé&J Outdoor
Services, LLC, Lehigh
Valley; and, of course,
Community Fire Com-
pany #1 of North
Whitehall Township.

Another way the local
community supports the
fair is through advertis-
ing in the 150+-page Pre-
mium Book. Ads range
from $40 to $295. Six-
ty-three local businesses
supported the book. Be
sure to pick one up in the
exhibit hall or look at it
online (www.schnecks-
villefair.com) and check
out all the ads.

A very big, very sin-
cere THANK YOU goes
out to all of the volun-
teers, sponsors, donors,
and advertisers who help
make the fair a success
each year.

The Schnecksville
Fair is a non-profit cor-
poration that has as its
focus education and
the showcasing of Le-
high Valley agriculture.
Schnecksville is locat-
ed in Lehigh County
just seven miles north
of Allentown on Route
309, near Lehigh Carbon
Community College. Cel-
ebrate 40 years of opera-
tion with us June 17 to 21,
2025!

Anthue Tractors & Farm Equment

Chlldren s Pedal Tractor Pull Contest
Saturday, June 21 at 7 p.m.

Giant Ice Cream Sundae
Saturday, June 21 at 6:30 p.m.
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FOUR DECADES OF FUN AND MEMORIES

Eighteen hundred acres
of orchard -- it was part
of a vast agricultural
empire built by Gen-
eral Harry Trexler
in the early years
of the twentieth
century. Itnear-
ly surrounded
the village of
Schnecksville.
It was perfect
orchard land,
with sharp-
ly  rolling
hills and a
breeze that
never quit. The
breeze prohib-
ited early season
frost from forming on
the buds and assured a good
crop of peaches, apples, and
pears. It was beautiful. The
immaculately groomed orchards also
provided a way of life for many of the
local inhabitants, but the pressures of
suburban sprawl and commercial de-
velopment were becoming too great for
the orchards to survive. It was decided
to cease orchard operations and mar-
ket the land for development.

The first party to express an interest
in some of the newly available land was
the Schnecksville Fire Company. Lo-
cated at the center of the village; it was
growing out of its quarters and had no
room for expansion. In 1980, the fire
company bought a tract of land a few
feet off Main Street and in September of
that year, decided to build a large open-
air pavilion and hold a carnival to sup-
port the building fund. That fall, many
of the trees were cleared and a road was
graded back to the site of the pavilion,
which went up the next spring.

The start of it all — 1980s

A carnival was held in August of
1981, and it featured a unique ride - the
bed of a 1932 Ford Fire Truck outfitted
with hay bales taking riders around
the perimeter of the fire company’s
new land. It was a hit among both
young and old. The Ladies Auxiliary
provided lots of home-cooked food and
the bands performed on the back of a
flatbed trailer supplied by George Hu-
sack Trucking. “Pappy,” Joe Horwith,
was the man in charge and in the end,
he reported an income of $4,986.44 to be
put against the $23,727.00 price of the
pavilion.

The Second Carnival was held in
August of 1982. This time, it was a real
carnival with rides, popcorn, cotton
candy, and games of chance. That fall,

2025

Pappy renamed the carni-
val “The Schnecksville

Community Fair.”
The first ‘“real”
Schnecksville

Community Fair
was held in May
of 1983 and was
five days long.
It had a side-
show with live
lions and tigers
and featured
a “fireworks
spectacu-
lar” on Fri-
day night.
Admission was
free, but there
was a $2.00 dona-
tion for parking.

Otto’s Amusements provid-
ed the midway in 1982 and 1983. In 1984,
Nonweiler Amusements and their “Big
Ely” Ferris wheel would start a rela-
tionship with Schnecksville Fair that
would last more than a decade. 1984
was the transition year in which the
fair became a “Fair.” The committee
became a board. Officers were elected.
A premium catalog was issued, and ap-
plication was made for membership in
the Pennsylvania State Association of
County Fairs. The fair was now in the
hands of people who knew absolutely
nothing about running a fair. All they
could do was learn. And learn, they
did, albeit the hard way.

In 1985, the Lehigh County 4-H Stock
Club was invited to participate in the
fair by bringing their Petting Zoo.
They were housed in a large tent that
they decorated beautifully inside and
out with flowers and split rail fence.
A second tent housed the competitive
exhibits and a third, a new craft show.
Schnecksville Community Fair was be-
ginning to look like a fair.

More good things happened in the
middle of the decade. Dale and Naomi
Grim came with the 4-H Petting Zoo
and offered to organize and run animal
exhibits and judging for the fair. They
led the fair into the world of animal
showmanship in 1986. In the years that
followed, the fair would have to build
four animal buildings and a covered
show ring to provide space for all the
animal exhibits. Helping to build most
of the buildings was Emory Minnich,
who came on board shortly after the
Grims. He also did most of the work
on the main stage and single handedly
built the livestock office and the ticket
booths used at the three entry gates.

See MEMORIES on Page 6 & 7
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Purchase Your ALL DAY
Ride Wristband Today!

50% off - only
FAIR Admission

Available for a limited time only- Fees and exclusions apply

(510 at FAIR)

SHOW TICKETS INCLUDE FAIR ADMISSION
\ when purchased in advance!
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.AllentownFair.com ;

Concert Support Sponsor




6. SUPPLEMENT

"

b gl

/ et o 1 ) 77 Af K

““BEFORE THE FIRST
PICNIC OF THE YEAR!

A

* RESIDENTIAL « INDUSTRIAL

* COMMERCIAL - CLEANING
* INSTALLATION - REPAIRS

610-377-1971 * Lehighton |

MEMORIES

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

Also, Donald Kuntz and
Skip Joseph stumbled
over some pretty shoddy
wiring on the midway,
must have felt sorry for
the fair, and volunteered
their knowledge and ser-
vices as the fair’s electri-
cians. The fair’s officers
still didn’t know what
they were doing, but peo-
ple who did know a thing
or two were stepping up
and showing the way.

Growth and expan-
sion - 1990s & 2000s

As the nineties pro-
gressed, so did the fair.
Incorporated as a non-
profit in 1991, the fair
expanded competitive
exhibits with the help

of new board member
Beverly Gruber and in-
troduced a pay-one-price
admission model. A per-
manent cattle building
was erected in 1998. Paul
Schwarz served as pres-
ident of the fair from its
humble beginnings until
2004, when he stepped
down. At that time, Em-
ory Minnich took the
reins.

The growth continued
into the 2000s. In 2006,
Larry Grim was instru-
mental in establishing
the Keystone State Quar-
ter Midget Race Club,
and a track was built at
the rear of the property.
A modular building, for-
merly a district judge’s
office, was revamped to
become the new fair of-
fice. An addition was
added to the show ring

MUCTIONEERS

rving Yos Wit Thoe

gofwm(‘wm @f C(;;(famwnce/

HOUSER AUCTIONEERS IS A THREE GENERATION
BUSINESS ~ SPECIALIZING IN  FARM AND
RESIDENTIAL REAL ESTATE, CARS, ANTIQUES,
FARM/INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT, COINS, AND
FURNITURE.
SERVED THE LEHIGH VALLEY FOR OVER 80
YEARS EARNING A REPUTATION OF HONESTY,
INTEGRITY, AND THE ABILITY TO GET OUR
SELLERS THE MOST RETURN FOR THER
PERSONAL TREASURES. IF YOU ARE DEALING
WITH AN ESTATE, MOVING, OR DOWNSIZING

HOUSER ~ AUCTIONEERS  HAS

PLEASE CALL HOUSER AUCTIONEERS.

DO & TIM HOUSER = LKENSED AUCTIONEERS
Tim Houser & Son - 106 Ridge Cup Rd. - New Ringgold, PA 17960 - 570-386-2191
Doug Houser & Son « 4645 Penn Hills Dr. - Schnecksville, PA 18078 - 610-799-2396

Houserauctionnews@houserauctioneers.com

LEZWww.HouserAuctioneersicom

E

in 2007 to accommodate
the growing number of
exhibitors and classes.
2008 came and 250 feet
of midway was paved to
make walking and push-
ing strollers more conve-
nient.

As technology ad-
vanced and times
changed rapidly, the

fair adapted to stay con-
nected with the com-
munity. A website for
the event/organization
was started by Donald
Kuntz, Jr. and has been
administered by Steven
Reppert for the last sev-
eral years. In 2009, when
ticket sales at the small
games of chance booth
were slow, Michelle and
Kevin Minnich estab-
lished a Facebook page
for the Fair. They posted
photos of events as they

2025

happened and listed win-
ners of the competitive
contests. That year also
marked the first time the
premium book was post-
ed online, with entries
accepted through email.

June

Challenges and
continuing forward -
2010s to today

The grounds and fa-
cilities have undergone
several changes in more
recent history. The Fire
Company acquired an ad-
ditional 52 acres of land
in 2011, some of which
the fair is able to use
for parking, eliminating
the need for patrons to
cross heavily traveled
Route 309. In 2012 and
2014, permanent fencing
was installed around
the grounds. Because
the temporary fencing

ey e

=

E. Schueck

Cuntes
610.767.5018
www.c-schneck.com
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had to be put up and re-
moved each year and
was prone to come down
during heavy winds, this
made the job of main-
taining and securing the
grounds much simpler.
Another significant chal-
lenge was that strait line
winds caused the roof of
the fire company’s main
hall to collapse about a
week after the fair ended
in 2017. Thankfully, no
one was hurt and no fire
equipment was lost. It
took more than a year to
rebuild, so for 2018, all the
competitive exhibits that
were usually on display
in air-conditioned com-
fort had to “camp out” in
alarge tent in the parking
lot that year. Also during
this time, the midway by
the pavilion up to the ball
field was repaved with
the help of grant monies.

June

COME MAKE MORE MEMORIES WITH USI
DON'T MISS THE FIREWORKS JUNE 20TH

In 2018, the fair made
a major change in pa-
tron admission, moving
away from the pay-one-
price model utilized for
nearly 25 years. Fair
admission was reduced,
and unlimited carnival
rides were no longer in-
cluded. With this change,
the fair began a relation-
ship with a new carnival
ride and game provider,
AEB Amusements from
Easton, PA.

The start of the 2020 de-
cade was another difficult
time -- due to the global
COVID-19 pandemic, the
fair was canceled for both
2020 and 2021. The Fair
Board had to make some
tough decisions balanc-
ing the health and safety
of all involved and the
viability of the fair. In
the years since, the board

has been focusing on
strengthening communi-
ty ties while adapting and
improving the fair in a
changing society.

This “era” has been
marked by changes in
volunteers as well. Deb-
bie Smith joined the
board and became Com-
petitive Exhibits Chair
in 2014, when Beverly
Gruber left to take a
role at the Great Allen-
town Fair. Naomi Grim
“handed the reins” of an-
imal showmanship over
to the capable hands of
Andrea Semmel-Lazarus
in 2022. Dennis Haas
became president of the
fair board in 2024 after
Emory Minnich ended
his 19-year tenure. Also,
several long-time volun-
teers passed away, leav-
ing the board grateful for

Animal Shows

SUPPLEMENT 7.

their talents and efforts,
but also with a need for
help to carry on.

From its humble be-
ginnings through to the
present, the Schnecks-
ville Community Fair
has never wavered in
its purpose: to provide
several days of family
fun and excitement for
northwestern Lehigh
County and the sur-
rounding communities.
From the midway to
the food booths, from
the competitive exhibit
hall to the animal pens,
there’s something for ev-
eryone to see and do. As
we “Celebrate 40 years”
of the Schnecksville
Community Fair, we in-
vite you to join us from
June 17 to 21, 2025. Let’s
commemorate our rich
history together!

Chainsaw Carving Contest

JORDA

ng'I‘ED CHURCH
F CHRIST

610.395.2218
RT 309 & WALBERT
ALLENTOWN
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-
YOUR Neighborhood Battery & Tire Shop!\

Fast,
Convenient,

Friendly
Service at
2 Locations

x)

Battery & Tire

Countt

Since

1964

f)

Service LLC

2225 Union Blvd., Allentown
Mon.-Fri. 8-5; Sat. 8-12pm

TIRE SHOP 610-437-4961 REPAIR SHOP 610-849-2350

WWW.JOESBATTERYANDTIRE.COM

rocior w
VETerinagy HospiTar
REHABILITATION CENTER

&

6307 Weiss Road » New Tripoli, PA 18066
1912 W. Broad St., Bethlehem wiww.cdvh.com » infoscdvh.com
Mon.-Fri. 8-4; Sat. Closed 610- 708 - 3520
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YOUR LA ZM1A() NI TEAM
CATCH A GAME IN JUNE

JUNE 13™ JUNE 17™ JUNE 20™
FAITH NIGHT $1 HOT DOGS POSTER GIVEAWAY
MALMO OAT MILKERS TAIL WAGGIN’ DAYS SHARK ATTACK!
FIREWORKS PRIDE NIGHT FIREWORKS
JUNE 14™ JUNE 18™ JUNE 2157
SALUTE TO LEHIGH VALLEY TACOS AND TALLBOYS CAP GIVEAWAY
FIREWORKS SOCCER NIGHT FIREWORKS
JUNE 15™ JUNE 19™ JUNE 22ND
FATHER’S DAY TUMBLER GIVEAWAY  TWISTED THURSDAY FAIRY TALE DAY
POST GAME KIDS RUN THE BASES JUNETEENTH POST GAME KIDS RUN THE BASES
FIREWORKS

IRONPIGSBASEBALL




June 2025

A SHOWCASE FOR ALL AGES

The 2025 edition of the Schnecksville Community
Fair will make its debut when the gates open on Tues-
day, June 17th at 5:00 p.m. The fair, now celebrating its
40th year of operation, has become one of the best-at-
tended events in northwestern Lehigh County.

Carnival rides, food, entertainment and animals
all come together to make a great attraction, but what
makes this Schnecksville event different are the com-
petitive exhibits. Local people compete with each oth-
er, whether it’s for the best strawberry jam, the loveli-
est rose, or the foremost dairy beef animal.

Nearly $10,000 in cash was awarded last year in the
twenty-four departments of fair competition. This year
premiums (cash prizes) were increased for several con-
tests in different departments! Ribbons are awarded to
nearly all exhibitors. Ribbon colors and the placement
in competition they represent are: 1st place, blue; 2nd,
red; and 3rd, white. The big purple ribbon is for “Best
of Show.”

The amazing thing about the competitive exhibits is
that you can be any age to enter, and youngsters don’t
have to be enrolled in a 4-H program to participate. For
example, in 2024, exhibitors ranged in age from elemen-
tary school through senior citizens. Also, entries are
not limited to residents of Lehigh County; we welcome
exhibitors from everywhere! (Special baking contest
entrants must be Pennsylvania residents, however.)

This year, competitive departments include animal
classes for Dairy, Beef, Goats, Sheep and Rabbits. The
individual shows for each species will be held in the
4-H pavilion each evening from Tuesday through Fri-
day. Check the schedule in this publication or on the
website (www.schnecksvillefair.com) for times. Back
again this year is Animal Mardi Gras, held on Friday
night at 8 p.m. -- there’s a special prize for the Supreme
Champion.

The Food and Canned Goods Department features
over 175 different classes of homemade goodies or
canned foods that you can enter. This includes every-
thing from a jar of pickles to an apple dumpling. Why
not try out your baking skills and win that “Best of
Show” big purple ribbon! In addition, four of six of our
special baking contests are held at other fairs state-
wide and winners qualify to enter the 2026 PA Farm
Show competitions (top prizes of $500).

The Needlecraft department also has many catego-
ries—from afghans to handcrafted clothing and utiliz-
ing various techniques like sewing, knitting, crochet-
ing, embroidery, or cross-stitch. In our annual special

Quilt Contest, two winners will receive $100 each plus
Best of Show ribbons, courtesy of Yocco’s. Also, along
with other fairs across the state, Schnecksville Commu-
nity Fair is participating in the America250PA Apron
Contest created by the Pennsylvania Association of
County Fairs. Exhibitors design and create a kitchen
apron celebrating the 250th anniversary of the US and
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the first place winner will be able to enter theirs in the
statewide competition at the 2026 Farm Show (top prize
of $250).

The Arts, Photography and Crafts Department is
an annual favorite for competitors and fairgoers alike.
Scores of beautiful homemade items, paintings and
photos are judged. Crafts are put on display and art-
work and photos adorn the walls of the exhibit hall. If |
you have an artistic flair, why not enter and showcase
your talent? We would love to have more entries (com-

petition) in diamond painting, stained glass, leather
work, scherenschnitte, tole painting, china painting,
needle felting, and decorative gnome classes/catego-
ries!

If you can boast that you have a green thumb, the
Vegetable, Hay and Grain, Edible Nuts, Fruits and
Berry, Horticulture or Christmas Tree Departments
are for you. All of these departments have sections in
which you could be a winner.

The Youth department is for anyone under the age
of 19. There are several sections with entries for a vari-
ety of items that kids have made or grown themselves,
like vegetables, fruits and nuts, baked goods, plants,
floral arrangements, needlecrafts, photography, and
art. There is even a department for Lego creations!

The fair is also working hard to ensure that every-
one has the opportunity to take part in competitive ex-
hibits. Special sections just for differently-abled chil-
dren and adults have been added to the premium book.
Those with mental or physical limitations can enter
photos, paintings, drawings, and handcrafts in special
categories.

When you visit the fair this year, don’t forget to stop
and check out the competitive exhibits on display and
be sure to visit the animals in the livestock area. Agri-
cultural fairs are fun places to visit, but they are even
more fun when you participate and win. The premi-
um book, which lists everything you may enter and
the amount of prizes awarded, is available by calling
610-799-9467. You can also pick one up in various retail
stores in the Schnecksville area. A listing of stores and
the entire book are available online at www.schnecks-
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10. SUPPLEMENT

Agriculture is the cornerstone of the fair industry.
It is the one main attraction that makes fairs different
from other entertainment venues, and farm animals
are the mainstay of the Schnecksville Community Fair.

We expect that there will be over 100 dairy cattle,
beef cattle, sheep, goats, and rabbits in the livestock
barns this year. Many of these animals, which are en-
tered in livestock competition, are owned and shown
by 4-H members from all over southeastern Pennsylva-
nia. The 4-H program, which is administered by Penn
State Cooperative Extension, teaches youth age 8-18 to
be future leaders. A child’s dedication to their animal,
whether it be a rabbit or an eleven hundred pound steer
is a special bond. This bond helps make the daily tasks
of feeding and caring for the animal go more smoothly.
The end result of the program is the responsibility that
the 4-H-er has learned.

The 4-H-ers also organize and work in the 4-H Live-
stock Experience at the fair. This year the livestock
display will feature goats, dairy calf, and sheep. They
do a great job landscaping the area and encourage all
youngsters to stop in and check out the animals.

Education is an important way to maintain the via-
bility of Pennsylvania agriculture. Informing the con-

June 2025

AN ANIMAL SHOW EVERY EVENING

sumer where their food and fiber comes from, and how
it gets to them, is critical if Pennsylvania agriculture is
to prosper.

The fair is one of many venues that can play arole in
educating the public about agriculture. Fairs through-
out history have been a reflection of the people and
their times, as well as an agent of change. Fairs are also
one of the few places left where a large number of people
can view a broad spectrum of agriculture.

A different species of animal is featured each eve-
ning in the Show Ring Pavilion in Schnecksville. Tues-
day is dairy night, which starts at 7 pm; Wednesday are
both sheep and rabbits at 6:00; Thursday is steer and
dairy beef at 6:00; and Friday is market goats at 5:00,
followed by breeding meat and dairy goats.

Although not a “real” cow, you can learn how to milk
a “pretend” cow in the “Wanna Be a Farmer” tent at the
fair. Volunteer Darlene Wirth and her crew man the
tent that is geared to youngsters under the age of eight.
Many other farm-related activities are also available.

So load the kids in the car, and come to the 2025
Schnecksville Community Fair from June 17-21. It’s a
fun learning experience for the whole family!
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GREAT FOOD
IS A HIGHLIGHT OF THE
SCHNECKSVILLE FAIR

With fun, things to see,
bright lights on the midway
and great entertainment to
watch, there is plenty to love
about the 2025 Schnecksville
Community Fair, and we hav-
en’t even mentioned food!

Food plays a big role in
the reason people love fairs.
The wonderful aroma coming
from the many different food
stands is tantalizing. It’s hard
to decide with such a variety
to choose from. Out on the
midway we have it all...hot
sausage, burgers, tacos, pizza,
fresh cut French fries, pit beef,
pulled pork, and of course cot-
ton candy, ice cream, candy
apples and fresh-squeezed
lemonade.

Because weare in Schnecks-
ville, we have Pennsylvania
Dutch food at our Fire Com-
pany Café in the Pavilion, in

the center of the fairgrounds.
A crew of workers from the
Fire Company manages the
Cafeé, does all the preparation
work, and serves all of the
patrons. These volunteers
get great satisfaction from
helping and take pride not
only in their community but
also in the tradition of fairs.
Featured menu items for the
week include cheesesteaks on
Tuesday; open-faced hot roast
beef sandwich on Wednesday;
tacos on Thursday; clam bake
and crab cakes on Friday; and
chicken barbecue on Satur-
day.

Don’t miss out on the great
food at the Schnecksville
Community Fair, being held
June 17-21 at the Schnecks-
ville Fire Company on Route
309 near Lehigh Carbon Com-
munity College. We guarantee
you won’t leave hungry!

WEEKNIGHTS AT 4PM-5PM:-6PM- 10PM
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