
• Handmade Crafts

• Local Foods

• Free Entertainment

• Rides

• Chinese Auction

• Games

• Plus much more...

Palmerton
Borough Park

*The Borough Park is Non-Smoking | No Pets Permitted

www.Palmertonfestival.com
RAIN OR SHINE!

A SUPPLEMENT OF

35thAnnualPalmerton
Community Festival

Friday, Saturday & Sunday - Sept. 6, 7 & 8, 2024
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BE OUR GUEST FOR
ENTERTAINMENT
FRIDAY, SEPT. 6
Opening Ceremonies

Main Stage 5:00-5:15pm

TimeWhys
Main Stage 5:15-7:30pm

AM Gold Yacht Rock
Main Stage 8:30-10:30pm

SATURDAY, SEPT. 7
Palmerton Community Band

Bandstand 12:00-1:30pm

The Buzz Band
Main Stage 3:00-4:30pm

South Penn Dixie
Main Stage 5:30-7:30pm

M80 Band
Main Stage 8:30-10:30pm

SUNDAY, SEPT. 8
The Steelworkers Polka Band

Main Stage 1:00-3:30pm

The Rehrig Brothers
Bandstand 4:30-6:30pm

CJ Solar
Main Stage 7:00-9:00pm

*PAY ONE PRICE RIDE SPECIAL
Fri., Sept.6th 5:00pm - 9:00pm $20
Sat., Sept. 7th 1:00pm - 5:00pm $20
Sun., Sept. 8th 2:00pm - 6:00pm $20

DAILY HOURS
Friday 5:00pm - 11:00pm

Saturday 11:00am - 11:00pm
Sunday 12:00pm - 9:00pm

*Outside food/beverage is prohibited*
NO PETS PERMITTED

Palmerton Borough ordinance does not allow smoking or vaping inside the park
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The 35th annual
Palmerton Conmunity
festival kicks off Friday
in the Palmerton Bor-
ough Park and continues
through Sunday, with
food, entertainment, rides
and fun.

The community event
started when the Palmer-
ton Hospital stopped its
fundraising festival.

“It is with great pride
that we enter the 35th
year of this fine event
that was given to the com-
munity by the previous
Palmerton Hospital,” or-
ganizer Susan Arner said.

“Many thanks to their
wisdom and vision we
remain one of the largest
events in Carbon Coun-
ty.”

Calling it 35 years of
greatness, Arner said a
community meeting was
held, inviting people to be
a part of establishing the
community festival.

Margaret Shinsec was
placed in charge, assist-
ed by Fred Reinhard,
Scott Siegfried and others
“with the task of continu-
ing the great event every-
one knew as Palmerton
Hospital festival now be-

ing an event for the com-
munity run by communi-
ty members.”

The mission of the fes-
tival, which remains true
to this day, was to allow
community organizations
the opportunity to raise
funds for their stated
causes.

Arner, who was expe-
rienced with running the
block party at the ambu-
lance building, was asked
to join.

Showcasing the com-
munity organizations
and their needs is the pri-
mary focus now, 35 years
later.

The event will begin
with an opening ceremo-
ny at 5 p.m. Friday on the
Main Stage.

The Palmerton United
Veterans Organization
will open the ceremony,
followed by the Palmer-
ton Area Girl Scouts sing-
ing the national anthem.

Mayor Don Herrmann
will offer remarks.

The event will include
remembrances of the late
Peter Kern, who dedicat-
ed his time to the Palmer-
ton community; the late
Mike Harleman, who was
on the Palmerton Hos-
pital board of directors

and a driving force in the
community; and Warren
Steigerwalt, announcer
for the festival.

Keeping with the
theme of Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors, Arner
invited visitors to bring
donations of nonperish-
able foods to donate to the
Palmerton food pantry.

Donations can be
dropped off at the Beth-
any Wesleyan Church
stand located just below
the information booth in
the center of the park.

Monetary donations
will be accepted as well.

New this year, the
Palmerton Area Library
will be hosting Storytime
in the Park.

The library will be
meeting for storytime at
2 p.m. Saturday in the
bandstand.

“This is an addition to
the entertainment sched-
ule already in place,”
Arner said.

“We are thrilled the
library wants to offer
this service to our event.
Reading is fundamental,
as we have heard so of-
ten, and we are happy the
library staff asked to do
this.

“It will be a great time

for parents to sit down
enjoy a short break while
watching their children
enjoy story time with the
library staff.

“We certainly hope
many will take advantage
of this free opportunity,”
Arner said.

Nearly 50 vendors
will be on-site with food
and games. AEB Amuse-
ments will provide rides,
with wristband specials
throughout the weekend.

Artisans will feature
unique designs for gifts
and décor, plus many
sweet treats.

There is entertainment
for a variety of tastes,
from polka to pop, and
country to classics.

For everyone’s safety,
please refrain from bring-
ing pets, bikes, skate-
boards or roller skates
into the park over the
weekend.

When entering or ex-
iting, use the macadam
walkways and cross-
walks. Handicap parking
is available.

For more information,
visit www.palmertonfes-
tival.com.

Palmerton festival marks 35th year
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The Holy Trinity Lu-
theran Church stand is
known for its molasses
tongue cookies, sweet
mint tea and mini cheese-
cakes. Another star is
about to be born in the
form of a pineapple bread
pudding.

Organizer Teri Delich
said Pineapple Paradise
is normally an Easter rec-
ipe so the church tried it
for a spring fundraiser.
Fifty pounds were sold to
rave reviews.

“What I like, it’s easy
to make and can be served
warm as a side to a sand-
wich or cold as a des-
sert with cinnamon and
whipped cream.”

Both versions will be

available this weekend.
Volunteers started

baking all their treats this
week, making 500 dozen
of the favorite molasses
cookies. They’re sold as

Holy Trinity church adds
Pineapple Paradise treat

Holy Trinity Lutheran
Church makes miniature
cheesecakes with several
toppings. CONTRIBUTED
PHOTOS

BYMARTA GOUGER
MGOUGER@TNONLINE.COM

It’s not too early for Christmas
shopping, and the craft tent at the
Palmerton festival is the place to
start.

New this year is Donna Bauer
with sea shell creations; Kresge
Kreations with beaded pens, key
fobs and more; Torres & Co., with
crocheted plushy animals; and Le-
high Treats, with freeze-dried pop-
ular candy.

Shay Torres is the 20-year-old
owner of the Torres & Co. A young
mom with an 8-month-old daugh-
ter, she entered the world of crochet
at age 6. Her grandmother taught
her to crochet blankets, afghans,
scarves, hats and potholders. She
continued honing her skills.

“Last year when I was pregnant
I was high risk and I had to quit my
job. So I decided to start crochet-
ing again but making it a full-time
job,” Torres said.

She came across the world of
Amigurumi plushie toys.

“Now I crochet anywhere from

3-9 hours a day just working at my
inventory,” she said.

She sells at Lazy Dog Vintage in
Hamburg and other places. Popular
choices are loaf cats, my starfish,
octos, chickens, turtles and pickles.

Her creations are 2 to 18 inches
tall, and prices range from $4 to $90.

Brandy Kresge is celebrating
the anniversary of the founding of
her business, Kresge Kreations.

This is her first time at the fes-
tival but she has set up at Palmer-
ton’s Christmas in the Park and
Slatington marketplace.

“I do a lot of custom orders off
my Facebook group,” she said.

Corey and Bethany Leonard are
returning with Slime Universe.
“Last year was amazing,” said
owner Corey Leonard. “We loved
sharing our love for slime with our
community. Everyone enjoyed our
stand and some came back for a
second round.”

The business is offering birth-
day parties, galaxy slime and is
more mobile with a trailer.

“We pull right up and you make

slime right outside the trailer. It’s
the smile on the kid’s faces that
keep us going.”

Sharon Solt is back with Blue
Mountain Gnomes. This year she’ll
be featuring autumn designs.

Solt started making gnomes for
her granddaughters for Christmas
when COVID hit and shopping in
person was difficult. “And then
I got addicted to them,” she said.
She handcrafts all the gnomes. The

Craft tent offers variety of gifts, décor

SeeCRAFTS on Page 5

See SWEET on Page 5

These starfish plushies are a
popular item for Torres & Co.

50
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Visitors to the Palmer-
ton United Veterans Or-
ganization tent at the
Palmerton Community
Festival will have an op-
portunity to purchase an
item that hasn’t been in
production for over a de-
cade.

Joe Uhnak, of the
Palmerton UVO, said the
group would be selling
T-shirts with the Palmer-
ton Area Veterans Memo-

rial on it.
“We haven’t had

T-shirts since the Memo-
rial was put up in 2012,”
Uhnak said. “A lot of peo-
ple asked us about that
and said they would like
to purchase it. We’re go-
ing to have them at the
festival this year.”

The UVO’s presence
at the festival started
around 2010 or 2011 when
it was raising money
to build the Memorial,
which contains the names

of all those from Palmer-
ton who served from the
Civil War to present time.

“We’ve been at the
festival ever since then,”
Uhnak said. “We’re al-
ways there to talk to peo-
ple in case they have any
questions about the mil-
itary, things of that na-
ture.”

Located along the
park’s path that leads to
Franklin Avenue near
the east end of the prop-
erty, the tent also served

as a location where any-
one interested in joining
a veterans organization
can do so.

“We also have 50-50
drawings and other items
for sale,” Uhnak said. “It
helps support some of the
things we do such as the
large flag at the entrance
to town. That usually
runs us around $1,200.”

The UVO, per tradi-
tion, will also take part in
Friday’s festival opening
ceremony.

Palmerton UVO selling veterans memorial T-shirts

single cookies, by half-dozen or a dozen.
Delich always plans extra but they get
gobbled up.

When she is around town people will
stop her and say they forgot to buy cook-
ies, or they want more. “They’ll be gone
by the end of the week,” Delich said.

The best part of the cookies is the
nostalgia. “Many people come back and
say these are the cookies their grandma
made,” Delich said. “I hear new stories
every year.”

Then there’s the sweet mint tea. No
matter how much concentrate Delich
makes, she needs more. “Mostly ev-
erybody in Palmerton has had a cup or
two.”

The church also sells miniature
cheesecakes made with fresh ingredi-
ents and a graham cracker crust. Top-
pings include cherry, chocolate chip
and sea salt caramel.

“Plain Jane” cheesecakes are avail-
able with no toppings.

SWEET
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

base is a Styrofoam cone, with
felt made from recycled plastic
bottles.

She hand-stitches the pieces
using a blanket stitch with em-
broidery floss, then adds wood-
en balls for hands and wooden
plugs for noses. Some have
beards and others have braids.

“I’m so excited to have such a
variety of talented individuals,”
said organizer Liz Campbell. Un-
der her Lizzy Sue line, she will be
displaying her dog bandannas,
chapstick holders and stickers.
She is adding landscape stick-
ers the size of a bumper sticker,
key fob holders, head bands and
painted jute bags.

Other returning vendors
include: Green Signs; Taking
Deeper Roots with handcraft-
ed home décor and gifts; Hella
Good flannels; Down Home Met-

al Designs; Lilly Bean Cottage,
candles and soaps; and Donna
Balliet, country home décor.

Others include Lyme Tree
Designs, unique crafted jewelry;
Deb Burdge, hair bows; Sincere-
ly Sarah, nature inspired jew-
elry; Shane, caricature art; and
3rd St. Studio, 3D printed fidgets
and sculptures.

CRAFTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

Kresge Kreations offers custom
beaded pens and more.

WWWho will inherit your assets?
Who would handle your
financial affairs and

mmmedical decisions if you were
rendered unable to make

them for yourself?

with expert estate
planning you can trust

i h

Protect Your
Loved Ones

610-377-7730
141 S. 1st Street, Lehighton, PA 18235 &
609 Hamilton St., Allentown 18101

WWW.RAPALEGAL.COM FACEBOOK.COM/RAPALEGALL

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED
for over 30 years serving the Poconos and
Lehigh Valley!

610-826-2400 PalmertonGarageDoors.net 3785 Forest Inn Road Palmerton, Pa 18071CALL US
NOW!

LIKE US ON
FACEBOOK

Mon-Fri: 8:30am – 4:00pm

610 826 2400ALL US

$50 off

COUPON

PER DOOR ON ANY
NEW DOOR INSTALL

Cannot be combined with any other
offers or specials. Must show coupon

to redeem. Expires 10/31/24.

0

$25 off

COUPON

OF ANY NEW LIFTMASTER
OPENER INSTALL

Cannot be combined with any other
offers or specials. Must show coupon

to redeem. Expires 10/31/24.
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The Concourse Club of Palmer-
ton will hold its annual art and
photography show in conjunction
with the Palmerton Festival at the
Sacred Heart Church Hall, Third
Street and Lafayette Avenue in
Palmerton.

The show will be open on Satur-
day from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sun-
day from 1-4 p.m.

This year’s show will have
works in various categories includ-
ing painting, drawing, photogra-
phy, digital arts and mixed media.

“There is always a nice variety
of artwork entered from both adults
and students,” said Art Show Chair
Carol Curcio.

The entries will be judged for

prizes by local artists in their re-
spective category and a “Best of
Show” winner will be selected by a
combined vote of the judges.

Prizes will be awarded on Sun-
day afternoon at closing.

Visitors to the show will have
the opportunity to select the “Peo-
ple’s Choice” winner by voting for
their favorite piece of adult art in
the show.

Each person will be allowed to
vote one time, and a $100 prize will
be awarded to the artist who accu-
mulates the most votes.

Additionally, this year the
club is hosting an art sale for the
Palmerton Area Library to raise

Concourse Club hosts annual art show

BYMARTA GOUGER
MGOUGER@TNONLINE.COM

An unusual sweet treat
is coming to the Palmer-
ton festival craft tent.

Vaillette’s Lehigh
Treats of Slatington is a
local producer of freeze
dried candy.

“We actually make al-
most 50 different candies,
and usually have over 36
at any event,” said David
Vaillette, owner of the
family business.

“With 13 flavors of
Skiddles, 18 flavors of

Salt Water Taffy and con-
ventional candies such as
Charleston Chews, Jolly
Ranchers, Peach Rings
and more, there is quite
a variety to choose from,”
he said.

Just a year old, the
business has been at Car-
bon County Fair, Wheels
of Time and Nazareth
Firemen’s Carnival. In
all, the business has 140
events on the schedule
this year. The business
has online sales as well.

Lehigh Treats offers a burst of freeze-dried flavor

Freeze-dried candies.

Door prizes at the Concourse Club
annual art and photography show.
LYNN SHUPP PHOTOSeeHOSTS on Page 7

SeeOFFERS on Page 7

Personal Care and Memory Care
LIVE YOUR BEST. FIND YOUR NATURAL FIT.

71 PRINCETON AVE., PALMERTON, PA 18071 | 610.824.7406
INSPIRITSENIORLIVING.COM/THEPALMERTON
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Kimberly Babbish, AuD
217 Franklin Avenue
Palmerttrton, PA 18071
610-824-5050

Emily Golosky, AuD
3050 Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA 18103
610-395-8224

AAA DDDiiivvviiisssiiiooonnn ooofff

AndrewwAkstein, dO
eric HOlender, dO

Audiology testing
& hearing aid evaluations

Hearing protection

Battery sales
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Looking for a town souvenir?
Visit the Palmerton Area His-

torical Society at the Palmerton
Festival.

The society will have items such
as ornaments, tumblers, sweat-
shirts and T-shirts, a Palmerton
throw, postcards, Palmerton plates
and thermal bags for sale.

Buy for yourself or as gifts for
someone.

In addition to those, for the se-
rious Palmerton history people,
there are books available. Just
to name a few are the Silver and
Golden Jubilee, Palmerton’s First
50 years, 100 years, Sense of Touch
Booklet and several others.

A mixture of miscellaneous
items will be for sale as well.

Palmerton was founded in 1898
and incorporated in 1912. The his-
torical society mission is to create
awareness, appreciation, pride
and respect for the people, archi-
tecture, culture and heritage of the
Palmerton area.

Membership forms will be avail-
able at the festival. Sponsorship
levels include individual, $20; fam-
ily, $25; silver, $50; gold, $100; plati-
num, $250; and diamond, $500. Peo-
ple can also make a contribution to
the endowment fund.

The group hosts speakers and
programs throughout the year.

Take a piece of Palmerton history with you

A coffee mug shows the bandshell
in the park. LYNN SHUPP PHOTO

funds for their operational
costs.

Various art pieces
owned by the library from
renowned local artists will
be available for purchase
and/or for a silent auction
bid.

There are two pieces by
Mary Kocher, a Della Bit-

tner, a Helen Siska and two
pieces by Rebecca Kerin as
well as others.

Raffle tickets will be
available for purchase at
the show. Door prizes in-
clude a silk floral arrange-
ment by Mary Anne Sha-
fer, a locally handmade
quilt table runner, a basket
of art supplies and a local-
ly painted folk-art piece.
Winners will be drawn on
Sunday afternoon

HOSTS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Vaillette said the
business developed from
his hobby of canning
and looking into anoth-
er way to preserve food.

The difference be-
tween freeze dried can-
dies and the originals is
the texture.

“I describe the Skid-
dles as having the tex-
ture of Cocoa Puffs with
an intense Skittle flavor.
(Yes, I sell Skiddles,
made from Skittles,”
Vaillette said.)

Salt Water Taffy is
now dry and will dis-
solve in your mouth
without chewing.

Gummy products,
such as peach rings, be-
come dry crunchy.

The biggest sellers
are Original and Wild
Berry Skiddles, Happy
Ranchers and Peachy
Rings.

The business also
takes orders for custom
party trays and baskets.

Check the website at
www.LehighTreats.com
or follow them on Face-
book at Lehigh Treats.

OFFERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

S U B S C R I B E T O D AY

610.377.2051M E D I A G R O U P

Visit Our Family Living Center Featuring The La-Z-Boy Line

Hager Furniture Company Inc.
“Where Quality is Affordable”

242 Delaware Ave.,
Palmerton, PA 18071
(610) 826-2900

STORE HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 9AM–5:30PM • Sat. 9AM–4PM

Open Sun. 12–4PM - Labor Day thru Memorial Day

ON
SALE
NOW

AT430 Delaware Ave. Suite 1
Palmerton, Pa 18071

Handicap ramp, parking in rear

Wills & Estates
Estate Planning & Administration
Living Wills • Wills • Probate

Powers Of Attorney

“We’re here to protect your assets”

LAW OFFICES, P.C.,
JENNY Y.C. CHENG, ESQUIRE
LAW OFFICES PC
Cheng

610-826-2100 • 610-826-8080
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HOURS:Mon 8:30am-7pm
Tues 8:30am-6:30pm •Wed 8:30am-5pm
Thurs 8:30am-6:30pm • Fri 8:30am-5pm

Sattt 888:::333000aaammm-333pppmmm • SSSuuunnn CCClllooossseeeddd

610-767-1171 SALES • 666111000-777666777-111111777333 SERVICE
610-767-1172 PARTS

255 NWalnut St., Slatington, PA 18080

Seeervicing the
suuurrounding
cooommunities
since 1973!

BY TERRYAHNER
TAHNER@TNONLINE.COM

They’re all about cap-
turing the essence of de-
cades past and present.

TimeWhys returns for
the second year and per-
forms from 5:15 to 7:30
p.m. Friday at this year’s
Palmerton Community
Festival.

“We had such a pos-
itive response last year
that we were thrilled to
be invited back,” Tom
Drago, lead vocalist/band
leader, said. “We abso-
lutely love the warm, wel-
coming atmosphere and
the stunning backdrop of
the Blue Mountain range
and the Lehigh River.

“The energy of the fes-
tival is incredible, and
there’s always a great
turnout of ’60s and ’70s
music fans. The sound
company does an excel-
lent job as well, which
makes performing there
even more enjoyable.”

The band plays music

from the 1960s and 1970s,
with an occasional 1980s
tune mixed in.

Some of the band’s fa-
vorite songs to perform
are those that highlight
its harmonies, like “Tell
Me Why” by The Beatles
and the “Bee Gees Med-
ley.” Fans enjoy a Da-
vid Bowie medley and a
“Bubble gum Music Med-
ley” featuring hits from
The Partridge Family,
Tommy Roe, The Archies
and The Ohio Express.

“Our performance will
be a vibrant mix of classic
hits that showcase our
harmonies, and bring a
nostalgic vibe to the festi-
val,” Drago said.

What sets TimeWhys
apart is not only their
musical prowess but
also their versatility as
mult-instrumentalists.
Leveraging cutting-edge
technology, they sum-
mon the sounds of a full
ensemble, delivering per-
formances that resonate

with depth and richness.
With a dedicated fol-

lowing of over 2,350 fans
on Facebook, TimeWhys
has cultivated a commu-
nity of music enthusiasts
who eagerly anticipate
their next performance.

In May 2022, Time-
Whys opened for the
legendary 1960s act, The
Cyrkle.

Playing as the house
band for the Greater Le-
high Valley Chamber of
Commerce annual meet-
ing in 2022 underscored
the ability to captivate di-
verse audiences with the
band’s timeless sound.

Visit www.timewhys.
net or www.facebook.
com/timewhys for up-
coming performances.

TimeWhys play classics from ’60s and ’70s

TimeWhys is scheduled to perform from 5:15 to
7:30 p.m. Friday on the Main Stage at this year’s
Palmerton Community Festival. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Fall Heating Tune-Up

Only $139*
*This offer cannot be combined with any

other offers or coupons.

Temps Are Falling…
Prep Your Furnace WWWiiittthhh aaa TTTuuunnneee-UUUppp!!!

444888444•444666444•333666888111
www.homecomfortsolutions.com

Going Through a Divorce?

Holly A Heintzelman
Attorney at Law

610-377-3331
192 S. 1st St.
Lehighton

We Can Help.
Going through a divorce can
be a difficult time. Contact us
today for legal assistance.
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They play adult-con-
temporary hit songs that
have stood the test of
time.

Take a trip back when
AM GOLD Yacht Rock
performs on the Main
Stage from 8:30 to 10:30
p.m. Friday at this year’s
Palmerton Community
Festival.

This will mark the first
year for the band at the
festival, according to Dan
Wintersteen, band lead-
er/drummer.

“We love performing,”
Wintersteen said. “Yacht
rock, all the hits from
1975-1985.”

Wintersteen said the
band specializes in nos-
talgic, smooth sounds
from the 1970s and 1980s,
along with dancing.

The New York City-

based tribute band plays
hits from Hall & Oates,
Steely Dan, Huey Lewis,
Christopher Cross, Lionel
Richie and more.

Most of the South-
ern-California based mu-
sic recently experienced a
revival known to many as
Yacht Rock.

AM GOLD formed
when NYC drummer Win-
tersteen threw a Yacht
Rock party with musician
friends for his 30th birth-
day.

Yacht Rock was some-
thing that resonated with
Wintersteen, as he grew
up sailing with his father
in Western New York
and spent his high school
years working at the local
yacht club.

“One thing I always
noticed was that there
was always this adult
contemporary pop and

jazz-rock music playing at
the yacht club, so when I
heard about Yacht Rock, I
was immediately amused
and inspired to do some-
thing fun with this,” Win-
tersteen said.

He got some of his mu-
sician friends together
and performed shows in
the Greenwich Village
neighborhood of New

York City.
The parties were a suc-

cess and it was apparent
there was demand for this
kind of music.

Wintersteen joined
forces with New York
City singer/saxophonist
Jonny Hirsch, also raised
by a family of sailors,
and launched AM GOLD
Yacht Rock.

AM GOLD plays the hit from ’70s, ’80s

AM GOLD Yacht Rock is scheduled to perform from
8:30 to 10:30 p.m. FrIday on the Main Stage at this
year’s Palmerton Community Festival. CONTRIBUTED
PHOTO

BY TERRYAHNER
TAHNER@TNONLINE.COM

They’re a high ener-
gy New Wave rock band
based out of the Lehigh
Valley that’s certain to
create some excitement.

Expect all that and
more when The Buzz
performs from 3 to 4:30
p.m. Saturday on the
Main Stage at this year’s
Palmerton Community

Festival.
Jan Kresge, band lead-

er, noted this will repre-
sent the band’s initial for-
ay at the festival.

“Being that two of
our members do live in
Palmerton and one is
from Lehighton, it is a
thrill to be performing for
our neighbors,” Kresge

The Buzz does favorites from the ’80s

The Buzz is scheduled to perform from 3 to 4:30
p.m. Saturday at this year’s Palmerton Community
Festival. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

SeeBUZZ on Page 14

Listen. Get your life back.

Audiologists:
Kimberly Babbish, Au.D. • Emily Golosky, Au.D.

Locations:
3050 Hamilton Blvd.
Allentown, PA
610-395-8224

217 Franklin Avenue
Palmerton, PA 18071

610-824-5050

Please visit www.oPalson5th.com

NAILS
by

Liz Melber

502 Delaware Ave., Palmerton, PA
610-488-2932

Now OfferingNail Services!



12. Supplement September 2024
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Ready to catch the fastest grow-
ing polka band in the nation?

Robbie Lawrence and The
Steelworkers Polka Band is set to
perform from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Sunday
at this year’s Palmerton Commu-
nity Festival

Rick Hasonich, drummer, said
this will be the band’s first time
performing at the event, and add-
ed the members are “very excited
to bring our show to the Palmerton
community.”

“Being this is our first time, we
are excited to be a part of such an
amazing, well-known festival,”
Hasonich said. “We have heard a
lot about the great community of
Palmerton, and hopefully we leave
a lasting impression with them.”

Hasonich said they typically
play polkas, waltzes, oberek, and
some traditional music sprinkled
in.

He said the audience may also

hear the traditional polka tunes,
“Roll Out The Barrel,” “Edelweiss,”
and “The Chicken Dance,” and
added they bring new line dances
with them too, such as the “Flier-
gerlied” or “Hande Zum Himmel”
(which in English means “Hands
to Heaven”), a German line dance
that has caught on in the area.

Hasonich said their leader, Rob-
bie, is also an accomplished yodel-
er, too, so they also play a few of
those tunes, like “Mit Rukzek” and
“De Kufsteiner Lied” to name two.

“We always say, polka music
makes people happy; and happy
people like to have fun,” he said.
“So, expect a lot of energy and great
dancing and singalong songs.”

Steelworkers Polka Band making festival debut

Robbie Lawrence and The Steelworkers Polka Band is scheduled
to perform from 1 to 3:30 p.m. Sunday at this year’s Palmerton
Community Festival. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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They’re a top tier re-
gional touring retro cov-
er band that performs
the very best of the 1980s
smash hits.

Prepare to come along
for the ride when the M80
Band hits the Main Stage
from 8:30 to 10:30 p.m.
Saturday at this year’s
Palmerton Community
Festival.

This will mark the
band’s first-ever perfor-
mance at the festival, said
Bryan Harmony, lead vo-
calist.

“We were booked last
year, but unfortunate-
ly the performance was
rained out,” Harmony
said. “We are thrilled to
have been asked back,
and are looking forward

to an amazing night.”
Harmony said the au-

dience can expect selec-
tions from artists like
Madonna, Toto, The Cars,
Duran Duran, The B52’s,
Billy Idol, Bon Jovi, Def
Leopard, and a list of hits
that just goes on and on.

In addition to the
1980s hits, the band also
plays select ’70s and ear-
ly ’90s sprinkled in for
a well-rounded perfor-
mance the entire audi-
ence will enjoy.

“An M80 show will
consist of a high-energy
party vibe, well known
singalong hits, audience
engagement and nonstop
medleys,” he said. “The
band is family-friendly,
and we encourage danc-
ing, toe tapping and tak-
ing your song requests.”

Harmony described
the vibe of the festival.

“The Palmerton Com-
munity Festival is all
about bringing the com-
munity together for a
fun weekend of family,
friends, food, rides and
great music which we are
honored to supply,” he

said.
The band is in its 19th

year of music and plays
regularly at casinos and
resorts in Pennsylvania
and New Jersey, as well
as stints in Key West,
Florida, two or three
times a year.

M80 Band brings upbeat music to stage

BY TERRYAHNER
TAHNER@TNONLINE.COM

They alternate be-
tween country and rock
songs.

Whatever genre of mu-
sic they play, their fans
can be rest assured it will
be a real crowd pleaser.

South Penn Dixie is set
to perform from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. Saturday on the
Main Stage at this year’s
Palmerton Community
Festival.

Ricky Bell, lead vo-
calist/guitarist, said the
band has played at the
festival for several years,
and looks forward to re-
turning again this year.

“Apart from the profes-
sional light and sound on
that great stage, we real-
ly enjoy the people,” Bell
said. “We aim to connect
with the crowd through
music, and hope the at-
tendees have as much fun
as we do.”

Besides Bell, the band

features Marc Bunn on
guitar and vocals, who
has played at New Jer-
sey venues such as Club
Bene, The Stone Pony and
The Saint; Mark Brack-
en, on bass and vocals,
who has opened for Eddie
Money, America, Gary
US Bonds, The Atlanta
Rhythm Section, John
Cafferty and the Beaver
Brown Band, The Tur-
tles and The Little River
Band; and John Mal-
achefski on drums, who
played in Wilkes-Barre, a
wedding and party band
in the Poconos and even-
tually discovered country
music.

Bell said the band
plays a mix of modern
country and country/
rock classics, with some
of the modern artists they
focus on including Luke
Combs, Keith Urban,
Luke Bryan and Morgan
Wallen.

Fans may also hear
classics from Tim Mc-

Graw, Travis Tritt, Toby
Keith, and more, Bell not-
ed.

He added that recent-
ly, they’ve been adding
South Penn Dixie original
songs into their perfor-
mances as they promote
their upcoming debut
album, which is set to be
released on Sept. 25.

Bell described what the
audience can expect from
the band’s performance.

“A good time with pos-
itive energy,” he said.
“A chance for people to

sit back, relax and enjoy
their favorite country sin-
galongs.”

Bell added, “The festi-
val is something we look
forward to every year,
and are grateful for the
chance to perform.

The band got its start in
2020 with Bell and drum-
mer Malachefski meeting
each other through Craig-
slist.

They then found bass-
ist Bracken and guitar-
ist Bunn at an open mic
night.

South Penn Dixie plays country, rock

The M80 Band is set to perform from 8:30 to 10:30
p.m. Saturday on the Main Stage at this year’s
Palmerton Community Festival. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

South Penn Dixie is poised to perform from 5:30 to
7:30 p.m. Saturday on the Main Stage at this year’s
Palmerton Community Festival. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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They belt out classic
country hits from times of
yore.

Get ready to listen to the
sweet sounds of the timeless
classics when The Rehrig
Brothers perform from 4:30
to 6:30 p.m. Sunday on the
Main Stage at this year’s
Palmerton Community
Festival.

Dave Rehrig said the
show consists of songs from
the ’70s, ’80s and ’90s.

“We do classic country;
we take people through
memory lane, the years that
country music was country
music,” Rehrig said. “The
older crowd, they still like
the classic country.”

Rehrig said the band has
a good time performing at
the festival.

“It’s an awesome festival;
the whole town supports
the festival,” he said. “A lot
of our followers and friends

will be there to support us.”
That isn’t all Rehrig said

the band is looking forward
to.

“They got all kind of
food,” he said. “That’s right
up my alley.”

Rehrig said the band has
been performing for 60 years.

The band has performed
at a high level for five
decades, and is comprised of
twin brothers Dave Rehrig
(lead vocals) and Dennis
Rehrig (steel guitar), along
with brother Dean Rehrig
(keyboard).

Dave Rehrig said the
band plays classic country
songs by artists such as
Alan Jackson, George
Strait, Charley Pride,
Johnny Cash, Merle
Haggard, Randy Travis, a
little bit of Elvis, and also
does a segment of Conway
Twitty hits.

“The Rehrig Family”
formed a band in 1963 with
their father, Frank “Pop”
Rehrig.

After “Pop” Rehrig
retired, the three sons
changed the band name to
Twitty Fever.

Dave Rehrig took a break
from the band in 1989 and
Dean and Dennis formed
The Midnight Special
Band. In 1995, the Twitty
Fever band re-formed.

Dennis performs with The
Midnight Special Band.

The brothers decided to
get together again as The
Rehrig Brothers to perform
in between their other two
bands. Dave Rehrig also
does shows with his wife,
Brenda, as the “Dave and
Brenda Duo.”

The Rehrig Bros. play country favorites

The Rehrig Brothers are scheduled to perform
from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Sunday on the Main Stage.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

said.
Kresge is no stranger

to the festival, however.
“What I enjoy most

about the festival is the
beautiful Palmerton
Park,” she said. “(And)
bringing together the
people of Palmerton
and nearby communi-
ties for a weekend of
fabulous food, friend-
ship and great enter-
tainment.”

Kresge said the band
plays some of the best
1980s songs along with
dance music from bands
such as The Pretenders,
INXS, Joan Jett, Pat
Benatar, Cheap Trick,
AC/DC and more.

“What you can ex-
pect is that we will
spark your interest,
and we will be sure to
keep your toes tapping
and your feet moving
on the dance floor,” she
said.

BUZZ
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11 BY TERRYAHNER

TAHNER@TNONLINE.COM

The Palmerton Com-
munity Band is scheduled
to perform from noon to
1:30 p.m. Saturday in the
bandstand at this year’s
Palmerton Community
Festival.

Director Joe Plechavy
said the band will do some
selections from the Au-

gust concert because they
didn’t have that concert.

Plechavy said the band
will perform “Old Vien-
na,” “Washington Post
March,” “How to Train
Your Dragon,” “Mary Pop-
pins” and “Medley from
Mulan.”

“This year’s perfor-
mance will be partially di-
rected by Mitchell Hourt,”
Plechavy said. “I’m hop-

ing that he’s going to take
over.”

The tradition of con-
certs in the park dates
back to 1911, when Stuart
Prutzman became leader
of the newly organized
and incorporated band.

Plechavy said the band
is always looking for more
members, and that anyone
interested may call 610-
360-8343.

Palmerton Band playing favorite songs
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He’s a country music
singer-songwriter from
straight out of Baton
Rouge, Louisiana.

Prepare to be taken
by storm when CJ Solar
performs from 7 to 9 p.m.
Sunday on the Main Stage
at this year’s Palmerton
Community Festival.

Solar, who is the lead
singer/main artist, said
he’s looking forward to
his performance.

“I heard that it’s a good
town, fun people,” Solar
said. “It’s really just me
and I’ve got a band that
tours with me, we play
my songs and play my
stuff.”

Solar said he plays
country music with a
Southern Rock influenced
by Lynyrd Skynyrd, Cree-
dence Clearwater Revival
and the Allman Brothers
Band, and added that the
audience can expect “a

really high-energy show.”
“We have some songs

I’ve written that I’ve put
out myself, we have some
No. 1 songs that I’ve writ-
ten for some other Nash-
ville artists, and then
some fun covers thrown
in there, too,” he said. “A
little bit of something for
everybody.”

Solar said the main hit
that he’s written is called
“Up Down” by Morgan
Wallen.

“We want people to
have a good time; we’re
just the high-energy fun
songs, get a crowd just
kind of not have to think
about everything else go-
ing on in the world for the
time that they’re at our
show,” he said. “Relax,
enjoy some music, and
maybe do a little head-
banging.”

Solar moved to Nash-
ville in 2010 right out of
high school, and started
playing with the drum-

mer that’s been with him,
Nick Gibbens, and guitar
player Stevie Campos (six
years).

Since then, he’s been
writing songs in Nash-

ville touring, and has
opened shows for Lynyrd
Skynyrd, Hank Wiliams
Jr. and Gary Allan, as
well as many Nashville,
country and classic acts.

CJ Solar brings Southern Rock to stage

CJ Solar is scheduled to perform from 7 to 9 p.m.
Sunday on the Main Stage at this year’s Palmerton
Community Festival. CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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