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Electric vehicles are
increasingly visible on
roadways around the
world. According to
BloombergNEF, a stra-
tegic research provider
covering global commod-
ity markets, in June 2022
there were 20 million
plug-in vehicles in use
across the globe. That’s
an increase from only one
million in 2016. As more

people are drawn to EVs,
drivers can exercise due
diligence to learn more
about them, particular-
ly if they’re considering
buying their first such
vehicle.
Different vehicle
types

The term “electric ve-
hicle” encompasses a va-
riety of cars and trucks.

The following are some
common categories.

· Hybrid electric ve-
hicle: These are the most
common type of hybrids.
They have two power
drives, which include a
fuel-based engine and an
electric motor with a larg-
er battery. A computer de-
termines when electricity
or gas should be used. The
system utilizes regenera-

tive braking that ensures
the electric battery gets a
little recharge every time
the driver touches the
breaks

· Mild hybrid electric
vehicle: MHEVs use a bat-
tery and electric motor to
increase the efficiency of
an internal combustion
engine (ICE). An MHEV
does not run solely on

The basics of EVs for first-time buyers

See EVS on Page 3
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electric power, but the
ICE can be turned off and
the electric motor used
while braking, coasting
and stopping.

· Battery electric ve-
hicle: BEVs are powered
entirely by electricity and
will have no ICE or fuel
tank. Users charge the
battery using an electri-
cal outlet.

· Plug-in hybrid elec-
tric vehicle: Like BEVs,
PHEVs have an electric
motor that is charged by
plugging it in. They also
have a fuel-based ICE like
HEVs. Where they differ
is that PHEVs can travel
a considerable distance
on electric power alone,
while HEVs cannot.
Driving range

The distance EVs
can travel before need-
ing to recharge depends
on the type of vehicle.
Most EVs have a driving
range between 50 and 330

miles. Shoppers should
determine the “range-per-
charge” for the vehicle to
assess if it will fit their
driving needs and daily
commutes. Drivers who
frequently take long road
trips may have to assess if
a hybrid vehicle is more
practical; otherwise, care-
ful planning may be nec-
essary to accommodate
charging along the route.

Parking and charging
situation

Individuals who live

in private homes or rent-
als with access to outlets
may be more inclined to
invest in EVs. Charging
can be done with a stan-
dard 120V outlet, but it
will increase charging
time considerably. Many
people opt to have a
240V charger installed
in a garage or driveway,
which is known as “Lev-
el 2 ESVE equipment.”
With this type of setup,
a charge can be reached
in roughy four to 6 six

hours, says Valley Clean
Energy. Public charging
stations utilize a 480V in-
put and can charge many
EV models in about 20 to
30 minutes. Plug-in hy-
brid vehicles do not typ-
ically have fast charging
capabilities, however.
Reduce maintenance

BEVs require less
maintenance than con-
ventional vehicles be-
cause there are fewer
fluids like oil and trans-
mission fluid to change,
and far fewer moving
parts. EVs require min-
imal scheduled main-
tenance to electrical
systems, including the
battery and electrical
motor. Hybrid vehicles
still require the standard
maintenance of gas-pow-
ered vehicles.

EVs are growing in
popularity, so potential
buyers can school them-
selves on these newer
vehicles to determine if
they’re the right fit for
them.

EVS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

FILL THE BOOT
FIGHT MUSCULAR DISEASE

DONATE TODAY!
Muscular Dystrophy Association • mda.org

Rob Wolfe, owner of Rob’s Auto Center, truly understands what it
means to be a family owned and operated business. Rob and his father,
Carter Wolfe, who is a retired Bethlehem Steel worker and both are Liberty
H.S. alumni. Father-in-law Tom Hawk, is a retired UPS mechanic, Marine,
Northampton alumni and Commander of the Northampton American Legion.
Rich Brown, lead technician, and a Northampton Alumni. Barry Loch is an
assistant technician, Airforce veteran, retired Northampton Area School
District employee, and Northampton alumni.

For over 20 years, Rob and his professional, experienced staff not only
sell vehicles, they do a safety check on each and every one. They take
personal pride in every vehicle that is sold from the lot & invite you back for
quality service. If you have a specific vehicle in mind, Rob will do his best to
find you the perfect vehicle for your budget! Rob’s Auto Center is the place
to go when you are in the market for a quality used car!

“Thank you to all the residents of the Whitehall-Coplay, Northampton and
the surrounding area for their support over the last 20 years.” … Rob Wolfe

All cars are PA Inspected & Mechanically Checked
702 Chestnut St., Coplay PA 610-261-9366

Rob’s
AUTO CENTER
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Aggravation on the
nation’s roadways has be-
come a frequent topic of
conversation over the last
decade or so. Incidents
that involved traffic-relat-
ed acts of violence have
gained increased atten-
tion over that span.

The automotive group
AAA estimates that near-
ly eight out of 10 drivers
demonstrate aggressive
driving behaviors. While
data indicating the num-
ber of road rage cases
per state is not available,
The Trace’s study on road
rage with a firearm found
522 people were shot in
2021 due to road rage, and
that Texas, Florida and
California have the most
road rage incidents in-
volving guns.

Road rage is the ex-
treme outcome of im-
patience or frustration
behind the wheel. Many

times this frustration
stems from traffic-relat-
ed stress. There are more
cars on the road than
ever before, which can
intensify stressful traffic

conditions. Drivers can
take steps to reduce stress
while behind the wheel
and recognize behaviors
that may contribute to
road rage.

· Don’t rush. Leave
plenty time to get to a
destination. You are less
likely to be impatient and
react to traffic stressors if

Tame traffic-related stress

See STRESS on Page 5

13 E. 21ST ST
NORTHAMPTON PA 18067

PROUDLY SERVING
THE LEHIGH VALLEY
COMMUNITY FOR OVER

70 YEARS!

PROUDLY SERVING
THE LEHIGH VALLEY
COMMUNITY FOR OVER

70 YEARS!
THIRD GENERATION
FAMILY BUSINESS

THE LEADER IN
AUTOMOTIVE

SERVICE

610.262.9111

We are a Certified Auto Repair Shop, Full Service Gas
Station & Car Wash. Harhart’s Service Station is a 3rd
Generation Family owned business and a leader in
our Local Community. We are proudly serving the
Lehigh Valley community for over 70 years.

“At Harhart’s Service Station, Inc. we understand that
trust is earned. We would like to earn yours. We offer
a variety of automotive services and repairs. All of our
work is performed using quality parts and equipment,
and the work is done by technicians who are highly
trained and certified. We pride ourselves on providing
our customers the best automotive repair experience
possible, including excellent workmanship, service and
attention to detail at a competitive price.”

610-262-9111
13 E. 21st St.

Northampton, PA
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you are racing the clock.
· Calm down. If there

is something that has an-
gered or upset you, take
time to calm down before
getting behind the wheel.

· Be patient. Recog-
nize that someone driving
slowly may be lost or ag-
ing with diminished abil-
ities.

· Keep a safe distance.
Tailgating can create an-
imosity among drivers.
By leaving room, you can
avoid aggressive inter-
actions between drivers
that can contribute to
frustration.

· Don’t honk unnec-
essarily. Honking out of
frustration is unproduc-
tive and also may exacer-
bate your levels of stress
and anger other drivers.

· Take an alternative
route. If you know that
certain roadways are
plagued by traffic, then
figure out a route to avoid

the traffic, even if it may
be longer.

· Change your sched-
ule. It’s not called “rush
hour” for nothing. Cer-
tain times of the day fea-
ture busier roadways
than others. If possible,

alter your schedule so
that you commute during
off-peak hours.

· Share the driving.
Split driving duties with
others, particularly when
feeling stressed out.
Breaking up particularly

long trips among a few
drivers can relieve anxi-
ety.

Driving can be stress-
ful, but there are various
ways to mitigate feelings
that may escalate into an-
ger and road rage.

STRESS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

610-435-1225
2544 W Emmaus Ave Allentown, PA 18103

Serving the Lehigh Valley for over 34 Years!Serving the Lehigh Valley for over 35 Years!

ARE YOU TIRED OF BUYING A VEHICLE
AND THE DEALERS NOT STANDING

BEHIND THE VEHICLE?
• We service what we sell!
• We back our vehicles with warranties!
• Full time ASE certified technicians!
• Full service repair shop... Not only servicing
our vehicles but your vehicles too!

WWW.KRIS-SNYDERAUTO.COM
Check out our inventory and apply for financing online at

WWW.KRIS-SNYDERAUTO.COM

Mention this ad and
Save $500 OFF any
retail car purchase!!

Welcome to our service department
where we service what we sell as well
as vehicles we do not sell. Our service
facility has been maintaining customer’s
vehicles in the Lehigh Valley for the past
35+ years. We perform state inspection,
emissions, routine maintenance as well
as engine/transmission replacements.
Our ASE certified techs have the
expertise to work on all makes and
models.

Our excellent reputation in the Lehigh
Valley is based on our honesty, fairness
and family friendly environment. If you
have any questions regarding your
vehicle, please do not hesitate to contact
us at 610.435.1225.

NOT JUST A USED CAR LOT
Quality Used Vehicles

Financing and Extended Warranties Available

www.kris-snyderauto.com



6. Supplement September 2023

No two drivers are the
same, and that reality is ev-
ident when motorists look
for a new vehicle. Some
drivers may want a flashy
sports car, while others
hope to get a great deal on a
spacious minivan. Drivers
also may be looking for dif-
ferent types of deals when
visiting a dealership.

Leasing was once a gate-
way to a new car for mil-
lions of drivers. However,
the automotive experts at
Edmunds note that leas-
es made up 18 percent of
transactions involving
new vehicles in the middle
of 2022. That figure repre-
sented a 27 percent decline
from a year earlier. That
decline could be a byprod-

Factors to consider before leasing
in the current economic climate

See LEASING on Page 7

Mermon Motors

Mermon Motors is
currently celebrating
37 YEARS in business.
Our business has
grown from serving the
Tamaqua and Panther
Valley area communities
to customers all over
the country through
the world wide web.
We continue to provide
our customers with
quality pre-owned cars,
trucks, and commercial
vehicles. We believe in
offering the customer
a quality product at
a quality price. We
take great pride in our
customer service and
we ensure our cars are

cleaned, maintained, and
ready for delivery. We
offer full bank financing
on late model vehicles.
CREDIT PROBLEMS...
WE CAN HELP YOU
GET FINANCED AND
GET YOUR CREDIT
REHABILITATED - Ask
us about our SUB-PRIME
FINANCING options.
Whether it’s bad debt,
bankruptcy, divorce ....
we can help you. Drive
your credit out of the
gutter and back on the
road to recovery. For
the best price and best
vehicles, stop by and
see us. Help us celebrate
37 YEARS!

Quality Pre-Owned Cars & Trucks
Commercial & Non-Commercial Vehicles
Instant Title Service & Notary Service

Vehicle Financing Available

Mermon
Motors

If we don’t have it, we can get it!
www.mermonmotors.com (570) 668-6638
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uct of several variables,
including the value of
trade-ins. Edmunds notes
that the average trade-in
value of cars leased in 2020
is 19 percent higher than
the predetermined resid-
ual value, which means it
makes sense for some mo-
torists to purchase their
vehicles at the end of a
lease rather than turn it in.

Despite the decline in
leases, the option to lease
can still make sense for
some drivers. With that in
mind, individuals who are
considering leasing can
consider these factors to
ensure they make the best
decision possible.

· Trade-in value: As
noted above, the value
of trade-ins is very high.
However, that value could
be vulnerable to consid-
erable fluctuations. The
spike in average trade-in
values was related to sup-
ply-and-demand issues as-

sociated with the COVID-19
pandemic. Some of those is-
sues have lingered, which
means the supply of new
vehicles is still lagging
with some manufacturers.
With fewer new vehicles to
sell, the value of vehicles
coming off a lease could
be much higher than the
predetermined price les-
sees would pay to purchase
the vehicle outright when
their lease expires. Drivers
may still prefer leasing to
purchasing, but in the cur-
rent economic climate, it
makes sense to determine
the market value of a trade-
in when their lease is set to

expire.
· Budget: Millions of

motorists prefer leasing
because monthly lease
payments on new vehicles
tend to be significantly less
than it would cost them to
purchase the vehicle and fi-
nance it through a bank or
credit union. And that still
holds true, as data from
Experian indicates the av-
erage monthly payment for
a financed vehicle is $667,
which is $127 more than
the average monthly cost
of leasing a car or truck.
That’s a considerable cost
benefit of leasing, particu-
larly at a time when high

inflation has forced mil-
lions of households to cut
back.

· Maintenance: Another
factor to consider before
leasing a vehicle is mainte-
nance. Lessees are respon-
sible for maintaining the
vehicle during the lease
terms, but new vehicles
do not typically require
the level of upkeep that
older vehicles need. Driv-
ers who are considering
purchasing a leased vehi-
cle when the lease expires
should factor in the costs to
maintain the vehicle in the
years ahead, particularly
if the manufacturer’s war-
ranty is due to expire soon.
Substantial maintenance
costs could compromise
drivers’ budgets, and that’s
unlikely to happen if driv-
ers turn in a leased car and
begin a new lease.

Auto leases have de-
clined by a considerable
margin in recent years.
However, such arrange-
ments may still make sense
for some drivers.

LEASING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

3930 INDEPENDENCE DRIVE
SCHNECKSVILLE, PA
(610) 799-4298

WWW.STEWSTIRE.COM

TIRE CENTER, INC.
STEW’S

CTIRE CENTER, INC.
STEW’S

We are the Local Shop that maintains
NO HIDDEN COSTS
NO ADDITIONAL FEES
ROCK BOTTOM PRICING

We’re not
just tires,

see us for your
preventative
maintenance,
oil changes,

4 wheel alignment,
brake repair
& more!

Stew’s Tire Center, Inc. has become known as the local
shop that maintains no hidden cost, no additional fees,
and rock bottom prices for your motor vehicle needs. We
know that you have high expectations, and since 1981,
we have exceeded those standards with every service.

Trust Stew’s Tire Center with all your tire needs and re-
pairs. Want to do some research on your own? New to our
website is the Tire Size Finder feature. By entering your
car year, make and model, you can select from the in-
ventory of top name tire brands such as Michelin, BF Go-
odrich, Continental, General, Cooper, Bridgestone, Fire-
stone, Goodyear, Dunlop Hankook and all other brands.
We are always available to help you with questions or
assistance in finding the tires that fit your needs. We also
offer tire services: Computer Spin Balance, Flat Repairs,
Low Profile Tire Installations and Rotations.

In need of auto repair? Look no further. Our mechanics
have over twenty years’ experience in the industry and
a knowledge base covering all modern and classic au-
tomobiles. With the most up to date tools available, we
have the ability to effectively and efficiently repair and ser-
vice your motor vehicle. Stew’s Tire Center, Inc. offers all
your car repair needs such as Brakes, Electrical: Starting/
Charging/Batteries, Lube and Oil Change, Steering and
Suspension, Wheels Alignment, Nitrogen Inflation, TPMS
again with no hidden cost, no additional fees, and rock
bottom prices.

STEW’S TIRE CENTER, INC.
3930 Independence Drive
Schnecksville, PA 18078
(610) 799-4298 | www.stewstire.com
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When it comes to towing and auto body repair, experience
matters. Your vehicle is an important part of your everyday life.
You rely on it to get you and your family where you want to go
when you need to get there. When something goes wrong, don’t
trust it to just anyone. Let Ironton Auto Body and Towing put
their 65+ years of experience to work for you. We are locally
owned and operated and have been since the beginning.

We have 24 hour emergency towing and recovery services.
Day or night, we are here for you when you need us. If you have
an accident or mechanical breakdown, call us. We offer local and
long distance towing services, light, medium and heavy-duty
towing, undecking services…we even transport motorcycles. No
matter what your towing needs, we have the fleet to handle it. Tow
Trucks, Rollbacks, Kenworth Rotator and Freightliner Tractors
are available and waiting to assist you. We also offer 24 hour
trailer repair at your location whether it’s at a jobsite or roadside.
A few of the repair services we offer are tires, brakes, air leaks,
legs, lights and doors and our experienced Trailer Technicians are
always ready to go! The Service Trucks are equipped with parts
to repair your trailer so you can get back on the road quickly.

Need auto body repair? Don’t let your insurance company
choose your body shop!You have the right to take your car where
YOU want. We are happy to work with your insurance company,
completing all your paperwork for you. Ironton Auto Body will
provide you with quality repairs – and promptly! Plus all our
repairs are guaranteed.

So when it comes to towing, auto repair, paintless dent
removal and glass repair or replacement, look no further than
Ironton Auto Body and Towing. Let our family take care of your
family!

Ironton Auto Body, Towing and Trailer Repair
610-799-3251

•Local & long-distance
•Accident recovery
•Towing recovery
•Tractor trailer towing
•Light, medium, &
heavy-duty towing
•Transport
motorcycles
•Undecking service

EXPERT AUTO
BODY REPAIRS

FREE ESTIMATES
Complete Collision Repairs
to Paintless Dent Removal

Over 65 Years
of Experience

Located in Coplay, PA
610-799-3251

LIGHT DUTY
MEDIUM DUTY
HEAVY DUTY

www.irontonautobodyandtowing.com

24 TOWING
HOUR
24 TOWING
HOUR LIGHT DUTY

MEDIUM DUTY
HEAVY DUTY

24
HOUR

TRAILER
REPAIR24 TRAILER
REPAIRHOUR
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Modern vehicles are
technological marvels,
which has had a profound
effect not only on how
much drivers enjoy driv-
ing, but also how much
they’re spending to get be-
hind the wheel.

Data from Cox Automo-
tive indicates that the av-
erage transaction price of a
new vehicle in March 2023
was just over $48,000. That
can raise the eyebrows of
any budget-conscious car
enthusiast, but it’s also
worth noting that modern
vehicles have become more
economical in other ways.
For instance, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency
indicated that the average
fuel efficiency for new cars
recently improved to a re-
cord 25.4 miles per gallon.
More fuel-efficient cars
and trucks can lower the
costs of vehicle ownership.

Many drivers feel that,

in addition to being more
fuel-efficient, modern ve-
hicles are more fun. That’s
because modern vehicles
boast a number of popu-
lar creature comforts that
have changed the way peo-
ple drive. Drivers who hav-
en’t shopped for a new car
in recent years can look for
any number of fun features
as they begin their search
for a new vehicle.

· Electronic door han-
dles: Though not as com-
mon as some features,
electronic door handles
provide a futuristic, if not
entirely necessary, feel.
These door handles auto-
matically extend out when
drivers approach their
cars and then retract when
not in use. This feature is
mainly about style, but it
also reduces aerodynamic
drag, which can help save
fuel or, in electric vehicles,
improve driving range.

· Touchscreens: Screens
feature prominently in
many parts of the average
person’s day, so why not
when they’re in their vehi-
cles as well? Though vehi-
cle touchscreens have been
around for years, auto man-
ufacturers are increasing-
ly switching controls for
other components, includ-
ing windshield wipers, to
touchscreens, making for a
more sleek interior design
that is largely button- and
knob-free. In addition, var-
ious manufacturers are of-
fering larger touchscreens,
which can simplify driving
in cars that no longer fea-
ture physical controls.

· Keyless entry: Keyless
entry systems, though not
new, are another compo-
nent that can provide a fu-
turistic feel. Keyless entry
systems once enabled driv-
ers to keep their key fobs
in their pocket and simply

unlock their vehicles by
pressing a button on the
door handle. Though some
manufacturers still offer
button keyless entry sys-
tems, more modern sys-
tems automatically unlock
as drivers reach for the
handle or pull it open.

· Head-up display: Argu-
ably as futuristic a feature
as car buyers may encoun-
ter, the head-up display
feature puts information
directly in drivers’ line
of sight so they are never
looking anywhere but to-
ward the road. Information
such as vehicle speed and
navigation instructions
are projected onto the in-
terior of the windshield,
not unlike similar systems
that have long been uti-
lized in military planes.

Modern vehicles are
loaded with futuristic fea-
tures that can make driv-
ing more fun.

Modern car features drivers love

TAKE CARE
OF THE REST

7022 PA Route 309 • New Tripoli • (610) 298-8855

SEE US FOR ALL YOUR AUTO CARE NEEDS.

WE’LL

LEAVE
YOUR KEYS
& WORRIES
AT THE
DOOR...

Appalachian Auto Care is committed to bringing first class
service to each and every customer. Upholding strong family
values and the highest quality service, we offer the perfect
marriage of quality, precision and customer service.

We offer everything you need for all you mechanical needs
– from regular maintenance to specialty jobs, our technicians
are here to make sure your car keeps running smoothly.

Blending quality, honesty and precision
UNDER ONE ROOF

CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE.

7022 PA Route 309 • New Tripoli • (610) 298-8855
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Impaired driving and
distracted driving get
their share of attention,
as both contribute to fatal

yet often preventable ac-
cidents. However, anoth-
er danger lurks when peo-
ple get behind the wheel

- particularly when they
engage in drowsy driving.

The National Safety
Council says drowsy driv-
ing accounts for roughly
100,000 crashes, 71,000
injuries and 1,550 fatali-
ties in the United States
each year. The Council
equates the effects of driv-
ing while tired to driv-
ing with a blood-alcohol
content of 0.08 percent.
The majority of drowsy
driving incidents happen
between midnight and 6
a.m. or in the late-after-
noon hours, indicates the
National Highway Traffic

Safety Administration.
The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention
reports that one in 25
drivers have admitted to
falling asleep behind the
wheel.

Remaining awake and
alert behind the wheel
may seem easy. But
droopy eyelids and inces-
sant yawns can catch any
driver off guard. The fol-
lowing tips can help driv-
ers remain more alert.

· Alcohol and certain
medications can exacer-
bate feelings of drowsi-

How to stay alert behind the wheel

SeeALERT on Page 11

Powered by Ceramic Proy
610-5533-4125
E-Gift Certificates available at:

https://squareup.com/gift/V9J39Y1T7NWW1/order

GIFT
CARDS
AVAILABLE
AT OUR SHOP
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ness, so neither should be
ingested prior to driving.
It is important to deter-
mine if fatigue arises af-
ter taking new medicines
before getting behind the
wheel.

· Try not to make long
distance trips alone. A
companion on the drive
can share driving duty and
provide conversation that
helps drivers stay alert.

· Get adequate sleep at
night. It is more likely that
you may fall asleep behind
the wheel if you are sleep
deprived.

· Recognize gas station
snacks will not be the fix.
According to Nancy Fol-
dvary-Shaefer, DO, MS, a
sleep medicine specialist,
once the body metabolizes
these snacks, which tend
to be carbohydrate-heavy,
drowsiness can increase
as the sugar spike in the
bloodstream wears off.

· Sip coffee or a caf-

feinated (unsweetened)
beverage. The caffeine is a
central nervous stimulant.
Avoiding sugar will mean
you won’t crash once it
wears off.

· Pull over and take a
rest or a brief, 20-minute
nap, advises the Cleveland
Clinic.

· Exercise increases
blood flow to the brain and
reduces stress hormones.
Doing a small workout be-
fore getting on the road, or
during pit-stops, can help
drivers stay alert.

· Don’t begin a trip
during a time when you
would normally be sleep-
ing. Stop and start while
you are alert. Build rest
into your budget and stop
at a roadside motel.

· Blasting music may
not be a fix, and actually
could be an extra distrac-
tion, causing you to miss
the sounds of horns or si-
rens.

Staying alert in the car
involves some strategies
that any driver can em-
ploy.

ALERT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

At Pranzo Automotive, we love what we do, and that
basic fact fuels our business. We are dedicated to our
customers, and that’s why they stick with us. Our family
of technicians and service staff sees their work here at
Pranzo’s Automotive as more than a job. It’s their vocation
and livelihood. Each member of our team is invested in
your satisfaction.

We were founded on the basic idea that everyone
deserves respect. It is our mission to treat each person
that comes through our door with dignity and sensitivity.
We believe this attention to detail has paid off by providing
us with our loyal, friendly family of customers. That’s
what makes Pranzo’s Automotive the best car service in
Emmaus!

What sets us apart:
Trust: When it comes to auto repair in Emmaus, it’s all
about earning loyalty and trust by doing our very best
every day. We are determined to earn and keep your trust.
Talent: At Pranzo’s Automotive, you can rest easy
knowing that our highly-skilled, experienced auto service
professionals are handling your car. Our technicians bring
years of experience, skill, and education to the Emmaus
auto repair table.
Time: We take the time we need to provide you with top
quality car service and we take the time to talk to you
about what that means. We listen to you so we understand
your needs and goals for your auto repair.

Experience the Pranzo difference -
call (610) 347-8317 to set an appointment

YOUR FULL-SERVICE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR SHOP

•4 wheel alignment
•Inspection
•Emissions
•Brake Service
•Tires
•Transmission Service
•Electrical Service
•Oil Changes
AND MORE!

www.pranzosautomotive.com

Call
(610) 347-8317
4581 Chestnut St
Emmaus, PA
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Adolescence is an ex-
citing time in a young per-
son’s life, but one specific
development may eclipse
all others in the level of
excitement it generates:
getting a driver’s license.
The ability to legally
drive affords teenagers,
long dependent on family
or friends to get around,
much more freedom.

While most teenagers

hone their driving skills
by borrowing the fam-
ily car, over time teens
may need a car of their
own. Buying a car is an
important financial de-
cision. Whether a teen is
purchasing a new or pre-
owned vehicle, there are
some tips to consider to
secure a vehicle that is
safe, affordable and reli-
able.

· Is the time right? Ev-
eryone in the household
may be anxious to add
an extra car to the mix
because it may alleviate
trying to juggle use of one
of the other family cars.
However, do not rush into
the transaction. In recent
years, a lack of inventory
related to the pandem-
ic drove up the prices of
both new and pre-owned

vehicles. Families may
need to wait until inven-
tory increases and prices
drop.

· Establish expecta-
tions. Parents and teens
should have frank con-
versations about respon-
sibilities regarding buy-
ing cars. Talk about who
will be paying for the ve-

5 tips for buying a teen’s first vehicle

See 5 TIPS on Page 13
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hicle as well as insurance,
maintenance and all of
the other expenses that go
into vehicle ownership.

· Financing may not be
an option. Teenagers typ-
ically have no credit his-
tory, so it’s unlikely they
will secure automotive
loans without a co-signer.
Furthermore, teens un-
der the age of 18 may find
they are not legally able
to sign contracts or have
a vehicle title in their
name. In such instances,
an adult will have to hold
the title and ownership
until the teen turns 18.

· Prioritize safety. Ac-
cording to Honda, motor
vehicles are the leading
cause of teenage death,
so it is vital to find a reli-
able and safe car or truck.
Vehicle size, crash test

performance and safety
features are the most im-
portant factors to consid-
er when looking at cars
for teens. A car with a
high safety rating also
may translate to discount-
ed auto insurance, which
can be a big help consid-
ering teens typically pay
more out of pocket for in-
surance.

· Opt for a used vehi-
cle. While a shiny new car
parked in the driveway
is appealing, preowned
vehicles are more afford-
able. The insurance pre-
miums on new cars are
higher, and teens don’t
have as much driving
experience, so dings and
dents may be par for the
course. It can be more
costly to repair a new ve-
hicle than an older one.

Families must consid-
er a host of factors when
looking for a teenager’s
first car.

5 TIPS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12
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Vehicles are among the
most costly expenses indi-
viduals have. According
to data from Kelley Blue
Book, the average price
paid for a new vehicle in
the United States in Sep-
tember 2022 was $48,094.
Canadian car buyers face
an equally expensive re-
ality in their country,
where the average MSRP
for a new car is more than
$45,000.

Since vehicles are
such sizable investments,
it behooves motorists to
do as much as they can
to keep their cars and
trucks running smoothly.
Vehicle owner’s manu-
als typically recommend
maintenance intervals
and should be drivers’
first resource for infor-
mation regarding how to
take care of their cars and
trucks. But the following

are some standard main-
tenance intervals drivers
can keep in mind.

3,000 miles
The 3,000-mile marker

used to be the benchmark
for changing oil, but mod-
ern vehicles can now go
longer between oil chang-
es. However, it’s still a
good idea to check other
fluid levels every 3,000
miles. Windshield wash-

er fluid, coolant, brake
fluid, transmission fluid,
and power steering fluid
should all be checked ev-
ery 3,000 miles and topped
off if levels are low.

It’s wise for drivers to
perform some additional
maintenance checkups
every 3,000 miles. Check
tire pressure, inspect hos-
es (which should not be

Maintenance intervals drivers should know

SeeMAINTENANCE
on Page 14
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Consumer demand for
electric vehicles (EVs) has
increased considerably in
recent years, and automo-
tive industry forecasts in-
dicate that demand is like-
ly to continue to rise over
the next five to 10 years.
Despite that popularity,
some are still not sure if

EVs are more eco-friend-
ly than traditional cars
and trucks, a skepticism
that is typically linked to
the production of EV bat-
teries. Researchers at the
Massachusetts Institute
of Technology report that
EVs ultimately are more
eco-friendly than gas-pow-

ered alternatives, even
if the batteries needed
to power them are more
carbon-intensive to manu-
facture than gas-powered
cars. In their 2019 Insights
Into Future Mobility
study, researchers at MIT
determined that the aver-
age gas-powered car emits
more than 350 grams of
carbon dioxide (CO2) per
mile driven over their life-
times. By contrast, hybrid

and plug-in hybrids emit-
ted around 260 grams of
CO2 per mile driven, while
fully battery-electric vehi-
cles emitted 200 grams of
CO2 per mile driven. The
future also looks even bet-
ter for EVs, as the MIT
report indicates battery
EVs could drop to around
125 grams of CO2 per mile
driven by 2050 as more
countries work to decar-
bonize their electric grids.

Did you know?

leaking or bulging) and
clean the interior of the
vehicle every 3,000 miles.

5,000 miles
Many vehicle man-

ufacturers now recom-
mend oil changes every
5,000 miles. Tire rotations
also can be part of service
visits at this interval, and
drivers can ask their me-
chanic to check their fuel
filters and batteries every
5,000 miles as well. Many
may already do this as
part of their comprehen-
sive maintenance pack-
ages, but it’s still good to
confirm if they do and re-
quest they do so if it’s not
part of the plan.

Drivers also can re-
quest that cabin air fil-
ters are inspected at this
point, though they can
generally last a year be-
fore they need to be re-
placed.

Around the 5,000-mile
mark, wiper blades also
may begin to show signs
of wear and tear, includ-
ing streaking on the
windshield or scratching
noises when in use. Each
of those signs indicates
the wipers need to be re-
placed. However, drivers
should take note of these
signs regardless of when
they appear. Some may

not make it 5,000 miles
before they begin to wear
down. In such instances,
they should be replaced
immediately regardless of
how many miles it’s been
since they were installed.

10,000 miles
Some vehicles may

only require oil changes
every 10,000 miles. That’s
not uncommon in vehi-

cles that use synthetic oil,
though drivers are urged
to consult their owner’s
manuals.

Brake pads also may
need to be replaced
around this time, and one
telltale sign of that is a
squeaking noise whenev-
er the brakes are applied.

Drivers can ask their
mechanics to check the
alignment of their vehi-
cles around this interval
as well. Though many
vehicles won’t develop
alignment issues, it’s
best to check for such is-
sues every 10,000 miles or
whenever a vehicle feels
as though it’s pulling in
one specific direction.

Maintenance intervals
are created to serve as a
guideline for drivers. Any
issues that arise should
still be brought to the
attention of a mechanic
regardless of how many
miles have been added to
the odometer since the
most recent trip to the ga-
rage.

MAINTENANCE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1
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Vehicle engines in-
clude complex parts that
work in concert to ensure
that the car functions
properly. When servicing
their cars and trucks, ve-
hicle owners may look to
many parts of the engine
yet overlook a relatively
mundane, albeit import-
ant, component: the air
filter.

All cars come equipped
with air filters, which
are essential to optimum
engine operation. The en-
gine air filter is the first
line of defense against
outside air that is being
brought in to the car en-
gine to be burned along
with fuel to produce com-
bustion. The filter will
capture particulate mat-
ter that would normally
enter a vehicle’s engine
and leave sediment. The
automotive resource It
Still Runs says dirty air

can reduce engine effi-
ciency and cause damage
over time.

Dirty air can compro-
mise the air/fuel mixture
that is involved in com-
bustion. Any debris that
enters portals in fuel in-
jection systems can com-
promise that system. In
addition, debris can cause
fuel to burn less efficient-

ly, resulting in poor fuel
economy.

There is no simple an-
swer as to how often an
engine air filter should
be changed. It largely
depends on miles driven
and the environment in
which the vehicle is used.
Those who reside in rural
or dusty areas will need
to replace air filters more

frequently. Drivers also
can install air filters more
suited to dusty areas.

An engine filter is not
the only filter in a vehi-
cle. There also is a cabin
air filter. The cabin air
filter does not affect en-
gine performance, but it
does help to provide clean
air inside of the vehicle.
The cabin air filter helps
to keep dirt, pollen, bac-
teria, exhaust gases, and
dust from entering the
HVAC system. It also can
be a barrier against bugs,
leaves and other particles
from clogging up the sys-
tem. The cabin filter also
helps to keep the air fresh
and odor-free. A clogged
filter can result in dimin-
ished heating and air con-
ditioning performance, so
it’s important to change
this filter as w file:///C:/
Users/dhall/Downloads/
SC223748(1).TIF ell.

The role of engine air filters
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